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© 2 chiefly intended for the Bene- 
fit and Information of ſuch 
| Readers, as have not Time and Abili- 
ties to Conſult and Examin the large 
and elaborate Diſcourſes, that have 
| been Written upon this & ubj ect; "the 
Author has thought fit to — his 
| Quotations to the Holy Scriptures, and 
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already Tranſlated, and Publiſhed l 8 3 
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| the Spirit of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and uſes all his 
les the Property of this lying deceitful Spirit of Anti- i 
ces and wicked Paſſions of thoſe Children of Diſobe- 


appears in various Forms ; making in every Age, and 


Feſus was the Chriſt : And that Feſus Chriſt came and ſuffers 
ed in the Fleſh. When this his impudent Lye was confu- | 


4: . e ; he then deny d, That Feſus Chriſt, who 
came and ſuſfered in the Fleſh, is the only begotten Son of the 


Malice of Satan and his Agents, who never 
(| cecaſe their curled Attempts, to oppoſe the 
=3= Bleſſed\Means, which Alr ighty God has | 
ain d to bring en tq Salvation: So it's the peculi- 
ar Concern of che Chriftian Clergy, to whom our Lord 

has committed the Care and Government of his Church, | 
to detect and reſiſt the Policy and Power of the Spirit 
of Antichriſt, which is always imployed in reſiſting 


7 


54 * 
W 


wicked Arts to corrupt and deſtroy the Works of God. 
chriſt, to apply and accommodate bimſclf to the Vi- 
dience in whom he works. And, for this Cauſe, he 
in every Party of his Agents, ſuch Pretences and At- 
tempts, as he finds are moſt ſucceſsful towards the car- 
rying on his main Deſign, which is all one and the 
fame; namely to hinder and withdraw men from the 


Behef and Obedience of the Goſpel of Chriſt : For 3 
this Purpoſe, at his firſt Appearance, he denyed that 


ted by the Miraculous Power of the Spirit of our Lord 
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Amight Fo þ 
the Holy Ghoſt, is. 7 Eternal God; of one Subſtance: 
with the Father and the Son. This moſt abſurd Prerence. 


of Antichriſt being alſo confuted by the expreſs. Teſti- 


iy: 


mony of the Holy Scriptures, and the pnanimous ſuf- 


by 


frage of the Catholick Church; He next attempted to 


corrupt the Holy Scriptures, with the moſt abominable 
Abſurdities, Lies and Errors, in order to deſtroy that 
invincible Weapon the Word of God, which had ren- 
der d his former Deſign unſucceſsful; After he was 


baffled in this Attempt alſo, by the eſpecial Providence. 


of the Holy Ghoſt, who does all along exert his Pow-: 
er, in the Care, Vigilance, and Prudence of his Mini- 
ſters, the Governors of the Church, to maintain and 
preſerve his Sacred Truth. This Prince of Darkneſs be- : 
gan ſubtilly to corrupt the Worſhip and Diſcipline, 
and at laſt the Doctrine of the Chriſtian Church: For 


it is one of his never-failing Maxims, That whereſoe - 


ver he can make any corrupt practices to obtain, he 
can alſo ſet up erroneous Doctrines to Patronize them, 
and bring one to ſupport the other, as will beſt ſerve 

his turn: And having thus gradually invented, ſpread, : 
and rooted many Errors in the Doctrine, Worſhip and 
Diſcipline of the Chriſtian Church; he entaiPd them 
all upon her, under the ſpecious Prerences of Authori- 

ty and Tradition. In order to detect theſe Errors 

and Corruptions, and reform her Doctrine, Worſhip 
and Diſcipline according to the true Standard, name- 
ly the Primitive Church; the Church of England 
found it neceſſary to examine theſe Pretences of Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Authority and Tradition: After which Exa- 
mination, the ſaid Church of England proteſted againſt, 
and rejected all ſuch Authority and Traditions, as ſhe 
found to be Uſurped and Spurious ; bur ſhe retained | 
and admitted all ſach Authority and Traditions, as ſhe . 


pound to be derived from our Lord Feſus Chriſt and bis : 
= Apoſtles, and faithfully handed down to her. And 
now the Spirit of Antichriſt makes this Happy Refor- 


mation of the Church of England a Pretence, to Pro- 
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3 all Eccleſiaſtical Authority and Tradition, as 
Iſu 


him with the 


munion of the Catholick Church, to deſpiſe and vil- 


lity her Biſhops and Miniſters; and to reject, blaſ- 
pheme and trample upon her Government, Worſhip, 
Others of his Agents he moves and 


and Diſcipline. 
prevails with, to /it in the Seat of the Scorners; to reject 
the Holy Scriptures; to ridicule and trample upon 
the Bleſſed Sacraments, and Inſtitutions of che Chriſti- 
an Religion; and to inſult, explode, and ſcoff at the 
Divine Authority and Sacred Office of the Chriſtian 
Clergy; in a Word, impiouſly to deride, abuſe and 


blaſpheme the Sacred Miniſtry which our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt Ordain'd, and by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, 
committed to his Holy Apoſtles, and to their true and 
lawfal Succeſſors, to Plant, Inſtruct, and Govern his 
Holy Catholick Church. Moreover, he has ſtirred up 


many to queſtion and deny the Divinity of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt; to deſpiſe and reject his Mediation; and 
to Cavil and Mock at the Expiatory Merit of his Sa- 


crifice, And the Guilt of Original Sin; which is, in 


effect, to ſer rhemfſclves upon a kind of Level with the 
Supreme Majeſty of God: And this is indeed the very 
Pretence he firſt uſed, to ſeduce Mankind from their 
Faith and Obedience to their Creator : Ye ſhall be as 
Gods ; a Blaſphemy equal to his Pride and Malice, who 
was himſelf caſt out of Heaven, for preſuming to be 
like the Moſt High! Theſe and many more are cer- 
tainly the ſubtil Pretences and curſed Artifice of the 
Spirit of Antichriſt; whereby he attempts to ſeduce 


and withdraw Chriſtians from their Faith and Obe- 


be 


Againſt, and utterly Reject, and even to Contemn and 


rped and Spurious. Moreover, knowing that the 
. Myſtery of his Iniquity is almoſt at an End; that the 
Time now approaches, when our Lord will conſume 
Spirit of his Mouth, and deſtroy him 
with the brightneſs of his coming: He carries on all 
his Pretences at once, and exerciſes all his Power and 
Arrifice, to enſnare and draw Mankind into Eternal 
* Miſery, In the proſecution of this Helliſh Deſign, he 
| Infatuates fome of his Agents, to renounce the Com- 
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dience, that he may thereby induce them to receive 


= his Mark, and worſhip his Image; to become Proſe- 


lytes to that Deteſtable and Blaſphemous Myſtery of 
Impiety, which he has invented in the Eaſt, and fer 
up at Conſtantinople ; where the Providence of our Lord 
has permitted him to prevail, and fix his Principal 
Seat. Since therefore the Prince of Darkneſs thus Va- 

ries and Multiplies his Pretences, ſophiſticates and re- 
fnes his Artifices ; renews and doubles his Attempts to 
Subvert and Deſtroy the Chriſtian Church; it's high 
time that the Biſhops and Miniſters of the Church 
put on the whole Armour of God; that they exert and em- 
ploy all the Power and Induſtry God has given them, 
to reſiſt and oppoſe this Malicious Adverſary: Let 
them be endu'd with an unblemiſh'd Innocence, 
which is their beſt Defence againſt the unjuſt Reproach- 


* r. = 
a 1 


es, the Lyes and Calumnies of their Malicious Ene- 


mies: This is the certain Method ro Confute all the 
vile Scandals, whereby the Inſtruments of Satan labour 
to promote his Cauſe: Let them alſo put on a ſin- 
cere Piety, and be eminently diſtinguiſhed by a moſt 
ardent Love of God, and a mighty and unwearied 
Zeal and Diligence to maintain and promote his Ho- 
nour and Glory among Men: As this will animate 
and enable them to do, and ſuffer all Things for the 
ſake of Chriſt their Lord and Saviour ; fo it will alſo 
endear them to him, and effectually ſecure them his 
Favour and Protection. Upon this Armour, let them 
alſo put that of a Conſtant and Uniform Virtue , that 
as their Courage, Prudence and Dilizence render them 
Beneficial, ſo their Humility, Juſtice and Charity may 
recommend and endear them to all Men: And beſides 
this defenfive Armour, let them take thoſe Weapons 
which in all Ages have render'd the Soldiers of Jeſus 
Chriſt victorious : Theſe are Faith and Prayer, and the 
Word of God: To believe the Promiſes of God, and 
entirely to depend upon his Power and Goodneſs, is. 
that invincible Shield, that Inſtrument of Victory, 


EF whereby all the Patriarchs, Prophets and Apoſtles; the 


Saints, Martyrs and Confeſſors overcame the World. 
The 


- . 


| On?” OE" THF ONTO" nn nn nn" 
| The Counſels and Devices of che Wiſeft Men, the En- 
couragement, Succouf and Protection of aff Humane 
powers may fail; hay, they ſhall certainly fail alf theſe 
Wo rely rather upon them, than upon the Infallible 
pPromiſe and gracious Providence of our Lord: But 
they who firmly believe the Promiſes of God, obey 
bim, and rely upon him, ſhall never be confounded : 
For this entitles them to his Protection, and engages 
His Infinite Power and Goodneſs in their Preſervation : 
And undoubtedly the humble, ſervent and inceſſant 
Prayers of the Faithful Servants of God, have ſtill the 
ſame prevailing Efficacy with him, which they had in 
all former Ages: As certainly as the Prayers of Moſes, 
Samuel and Hezekiah ; of Eſther and Nebemiah, obtain- 
ed them and their People, the Divine Aſſiſtance, Bleſ- 
ſing and Protection, ſo certainly ſhall the Prayers of all 
that imitate their Faith, Piety and Devotion, obtain 
the Favour, Bleſſing and Protection of God, in behalf 
of his Holy Catholick Church. We have now the 
tame Mediator, the ſame Promiſes, the ſame Acceſs to 
God, thro' the Divine Spirit, which the Church and 
Servants of God had in former Ages ; and therefore 
let our Prayers be made with the ſame Piety, Zeal and 
Fervency; the fame Sincerity, mutual Love and Cha- 
rity as theirs were; and they ſhall as certainly be heard 
and anſwer' d. But the moſt powerful Inſtrument to 
reſiſt and vanquiſh the Power of Antichriſt, is the 
Word of God: Let therefore the Meſſengers and Mi- 
niſters of our Lord take this Divine Word, inſtead of 
all Humane Reaſonings and Inventions; let them not 
only mark, read, learn, and ſtudy this Word, but bold- 
Iy Preach, Deliver and Publiſh the ſame, by the Au- 
thority, and in the Name of the Son of God, their 
Lord and Maſter ; who will then Bleſs his own Ordi- 
nance, and. by the Power of his Holy Spirit, render 
their Miniſtry effectual, to reſiſt and baffle all the Pow- 
er and Artifice of Satan; and to Unite, Enlarge and 
Water his Holy Church, until the glorious Appcar- 
ance of his Eternal Kingdom. 
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JoHN xx. 21, 22. 


1. N 1 faid Jeſus unto them, Peace be unto. 5 
As my Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend . TP 
—— Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. 


HESE are the Words of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, ſpoken to his choſen A- 
poſtles, when he appear d to them af- 
ter his Reſurrection. And they are 
a very clear and undeniable Teſtimo- 
ny of that Divine Authority and Sa- 

cred Office, which he then committed 
to 3 to Plant, Inſtruct, and Govern his Holy Ca- 
tholick Church. As my Enther: has ſent me, I alſo ſend 


= jou: That is, by Vertue of that Supreme Authority, 


and moſt Sacred Office, which I have received from 


the x AY; Father, to become the Medimor and Re- 
| 2 deemer 
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deemer of Mankind, I commit to you a Power, and 
give you a Command to Plant, Inſtruct and Govern 


the Whole Society of my Diſciples here on Earth, 


ho do, or ſhall profeſs to Believe in me, and to O- 


bey my Laws: And that ye may be able duly and 
fanhfully to Diſcharge and Execute the Sacred Truſt 
and Office, herein conferr d upon you; Receive ye the 


and others again who haye deny d that Sacred Autho- 
rity and Office; Which, it plainly appears, from this 
nd-other expreſs Teſtimonies of Holy Scripture, that 
ur Lord has committed to his Apoſttes, and to their 
True and Lawful Succeſſors, to Plant, Inſtruct and Go- 
vern his Holy Catholick Church: And therefore, to 


ſecure and arm our felves againſt the pernicious Er- 
rox, the wicked Practices, and curled. Attempts of all 


thefe fort of Men; it will be expedicnt, Erſe, That we 
rightly underſtand, and duly conſider the Nature and 
Intent of that Authority and Office, which the Al- 


mighty Father has committed to his only begotten Son | 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Redeemer of Mankind. 
Second iy That we be fully inſtructed and well aſſur'd, 
What Parts of his Divine Authority and Sacred Office, 
our Lord committed to his Apoſtles, and to their True 
and Lawful Succeſſors, to Plant, Inſtruct, and Govern 


his Holy Catholick Church. Thirdly, Thar we be alſo 3 


truly informed, from certain undeniable Marks and 
Evidences, who are now the True and Lawful Suc- 
ceſſors of the Apoſtles of our Lord, in that Divine 
"Authority and Sacred Office, which he committed 
t them. Bin 11: "34 | 


* 


III. Now it's certain that the beſt Inſtruction, Infor- 


mation, and Evidence we can have in theſe Matters, 


muſt be drawn from the Holy Scriptures, and from the 
Teſtimonies of the Primitive Fathers of the Chriſtian 
Church. And therefore I ſhall endeavour, from ſome 
Plain and expreſs Teſtimonies of the Holy Scriptures | 
"and Primitive Fathers, Firf, to ſhew the Nature and 
N. CL Iutent 


4 


II. Now as there have been ſome Men who have a- 
bus' d, ſo there have been others who uſurp'd; 


| " | „ 1 , - <0 
Intent of that Authority and Office, which the. 


Almighty Father has committed to his only begotten Son, 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Redeemer of Mankind. Thele 
Words of our Lord in the (2) Text are an expreſs Te- 
ſtimony, that the Father ſent him; whence we under- 
& ſtand, that it was according to the Good-will and Pur- 
poſe of his Father, that he undertook” ro appeaſe his 
Father's juſt Diſpleaſure againſt ſinful and rebellious 
Men; and by ſuffering Death in their Nature, to re- 
concile and reſtore them to his Favour. Therefore in 
this Miſſion of his only begotten Son, the Almighty Fa- 
ther has committed to him the moſt ſacred Authority 
and Office of a Mediator between God and Men. 
() For as there is one God; ſo there is one Mediator between - 
* God and Men, even the Man Ghriſt Feſus : And therefore 
he is called (c) the Mediator of the Covenant, which 
God made with the Houſe of 1/-ae]: The (4) Meſſen- 
gers of thoſe Propoſals of Mercy and Salvation Which 
God offers to his People: In this ſacred Office of 
Mediator, our Lord, as he partakes of both the Di- 
vine and Humane Natures, fo he alſo repreſents both 
God and Men. For in his Tranſactions with Men, 
he declares and repreſents his Father to them, as wil- 
ling to pardon and receive them ro his Favour, upon 
condition of their Faith, Repentance and Obedience. 
For altho' (e) No Man hath ſeen God at any time; yet the 
only begotten Son, which is in the boſom of the Father, hath 
declared and manifeſted him. Again, in his Tranſactions 
with the Father, he repreſents and makes intercethon 
for his Church and People, as Innocent and Righteous, 
& thro' his own Merit and Sufferings upon their account, 
d (f) Therefore thro him both Fews and Gentiles, even all 
bat obey the Goſpel, have an acceſs, by one Spirit, unto the 
= Father. FE | | | 
IV. Now Jeſus Chriſt receiv'd his Authority and Office 
of Mediator from the Father; as himſelf often Teſtifies. 


(a) John xx. 21. 22, (2) r-Tim. ii. 5. (e) Hebr. viii. 6 
(d.) Mat. iii. 1. (e) John i. 18. (f) Eph. ii. 18. 


B: - mms. 


. W FR * , 


no = "A Vinidicarouof [I 
) J. fays he, proceeded forth and came from God; neither 
eme of my ſelf, but he ſent me. Again, he declares that 
A 8 , the Father had ſan#ify d. and ſent him into the World., 
WH , EG That as be bad Power to lay down his Life and to take. 
agen; ſo he had receivd the ſame, in Command- 
ment from his Father. The work of Man's Redemption 
i was indeed performed by the Son, yet it proceeded 
rom the mere Love and Goodneſs of the Father: For 
the principal Cauſe and Motive of this glorious Work, 
was the Love of God rowards Mankind, whereby he 
was induced to ( give his only begotten Son; that who- 
ſoever believerh on him, ſhould not Periſh, but have Ever- 
laſting Life. Therefore St. Peter tells the Fews (1) That 
Jeſus Chriſt was delivered into their Hands to be Crucified, 
by the, determinate, Counſel and Fore-knowledge of God. 
(in] That in crucifying him, they had been the Inſtru- 
ments of Divine Providence, to fulfil the Predictions 
of all the Prophets concerning the Sufferings of the 


1 


Meſſiah. 
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©) 9 oha viii, 42. (b) John x. 36. 0 r John viii. 18. (4) John F 


(o) John 111. 35+ and xi1. 3. (0 Mat xxviii. 18. ( S Tim | 
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at bis oy Right Hand, far about all Principality and Powers) 
3Z N and Dominion, and every Nume that is named, 


© 
- 
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not only in this World, but that which is to come. 
And bath put all Things under his feet, and given him to. 
de Head over all Things to the Church. 
VI. Now this Office of Mediator, which our Lord 
has received Authority to execute, does conſiſt of three 
Principal Parts. The firſt js ro reveal and deliver the 


Will and Law of his Farher ro Mankind. In this qua- 


liry he is filed our Prophet; and as ſuch, he was fore- 
told and promiſed to the Vraelites by Moſes. () The 
Lord thy God will raiſe up unto thee a Prophet, from the midſÞ 
of thee, of thy Brethren, like unto me; unto him ye ſhall - 
hearken. For the {ame Reaſon, he is alſo ſtiled the 
(r) Angel or Meſſenger of the Covenant, And to give the 
greater Sanction to his Laws, the Almighty Father, 


3 by a Voice from Heaven, has proclaim'd him his 


(4) beloved Son; and commanded mankind to hear him. 
And therefore ( every Soul that will not hear him; 
that is, every Man that refuſes to believe his Declara- 
tions, and obey his Laws, muſt be deſtroy'd from a- 
mong the People. (x) Our Lord being in this man- 
manner ſent of God, ſpeaketh the Words of God; for 
God giveth not the Spirit by meaſure unto him. He knows 
the Will of God ſo perfectly, that ) in him are hid 
all the Pleaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge. As all 
the Prophets and inſpir'd Writers of the Old Teſtament, 
were directed and aſſiſted by the Spirit of Chriſt, and 
acted by his Authority and Commiſſion, in what they 
deliver'd and Publiſh'd ; ſo likewiſe did the Apoſtles 
and Evangeliſts of the New Teſtament. For the Will of 
the Father, Concerning Man's Salvation, being com- 
mitted to Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator, the ſame has, in 
all Ages, been deliver'd to his Church and People, by 
him, and in his Name. De | 
VIE. The Second Part of rhe Mediator's Office, was 
to make a Full and Perfect Atonement and Satisfacti- 
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Deut. 18. 15. (:) Mat. 3. 1. (2) 8 a Ads, ang 
(x) John 3. 34. (3) Col. 2. 3: ( 3. 5. (v) Ads, 13.31 


on 


— 
on for the Sins of all Mankind, by ſuffering Death in 
the Humane Nature. And for this Purpoſe he became 
gur Prieſt; that by One Oblation of himſelf, once Of- 
| fered, he might make a Full, Perfect and Sufficient* 
Sacrifice, Oblation and Satisfaction for the Sins of the; 
whole World. For (z) God ſent his Son to be the Pro- 
pp. for our Sins. (a) Our Lord did not glorify, 
iimfelt'to be made an High-Prieſt; but He, namely 
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| the Father, that ſaid unto him, Thou art my Son, to 

| Day bave I begotten thee. And again, Thou art a Prieſt Ki 
Wii for ever, after the Order of Melchixedech. Wherefore the 
fame Apoſtle tells us, That (b) be is able to ſave (c) (to 
Perfection) thoſe that come to God by bim; becauſe 5e 
. ever lives to make interceſſion for them. And he is indeed. | 
tze only High-Pricſt, whoſe Sacrifice can really ftone 

for Sin: The only Mediator, who is able, by his In- 

= rexceſſion, to reconcile God to Men; and by his Grace, 

do render Men obedient and acceptable to God. 

[Mt (J) There is none other Name under Heaven given among 

men, whereby we muſt be ſaved. And our Lord himſelf 

confirms this Teſtimony, ſaying, (e) I am the Way and | 
i: the Truth, and the Life; no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me. Melchizedech and Aaron, the Patriarchal and 
the Jewiſh Prieſthood, were Ordain'd for Types and 
Repreſentations of our Lord and his Sacred Office, til! 
his coming in the Fleſh. And then he Ordain'd and 
Igzſtituted the Chriſtian Prieſthood, to be a perpetual i 
ſtanding Evidence of that Sacrifice which he once of 
fered for. the Sins of all Mankind; and of that Inter- 
cCeſſion which he ſtill makes for all that come ro Gd 
by bim. | WT” _— 
of VIII. The Third Principal Part of the Mediator's 


Office, is to Govern, Order and Protect his Church 
and People. To this End he has given them his moſt i 
Excellent Laws and Precepts, contain'd in the Holy 
W Scriptures, And as he now Inſtructs and Governs 
them according to the Laws, by his Miniſters, ſo he 
will in his own Perſon hereafter, Judge and Reward MF 
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them according to the ſame. (2) The Lord God had 


given unto him the Throne of his Father David, and he 
Fall reign over the bouſe of Facob for ever; and of his Kings © 
dom there ſhall' be no End. Hence he is called the* A= . 
nainted of the Father: The Heir of all things: The Ring 
of Hrael. (b) For God hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a Name above every Name. That at the Name of © 
IEsus every Knee ſhall bow, of things in Heaven, and things 


* 


in Earth, and things under the Earth. And that ever 


Tongue ſhall Confeſs, That Feſus Chriſt is Lord, to the Glo- 
ry of God the Father. This Dominion and Majeſty of 
'our Lord is alſo repreſented to us, by his ſitting at the 
Right Hand of God: An Expreſſion which can denote 
nothing leſs, than the higheſt Pitch of Glory, Honour, 
and Majeſty, in the Univerſal Monarchy of his Al- 
mighty Father. In a word, it is by vertue of this Dt- 


vine Supreme Authority over Mankind, that our Lord 


has erected a Spiritual Kingdom, in the Minds and 
Conſciences of Men; that he has given them Lawsand 
Precepts, and Ordain'd them Governours ; and thar he 


= will appear to Judge, and to Reward or Puniſh them, 
according as they have in this Life obey'd or diſo- 


bey'd thete Laws and Governours. _ 
IX. Moreover, the Almighty Father gave his only 
begotten Son, our Lord Feſus Chriſt, a Divine Power, to 


3 Demonſtrate and Confirm the Truth of all theſe Teſti- 


monies concerning his Perſon and Office. And ac- 


cordingly, our Lord has declared, and fully proved 
himſelf to be the Son of God, and the Saviour of Man- 


kind, by the excellent Words which he ſpake, and 
the mighty Works which he perform'd in his Father's 
Name. (s) For at the Age of 75velve Years, he had Un- 


| | iſpute with 
the Learned Fewiſh Doctors, which he did tothe Won- 


þ der and Aſtoniſhment of all his Hearers. (4) At his 


Baptiſm in the River Fordan, the Holy Ghoſt deſcended 
in a glorious Light, and reſted upon him; while a 
Voice from Heaven proclaim'd him the beloved Son of God. 
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(e Upon this, he fo/fed Forty days in the il dorneſs, and 
there encountred and overcame the Temptations of 
Satan. (7) After this, entring upon his Publick Mi- 
: niltry, he deliver'd to his Diſciples the moſt excellent 
Precepts of Morality, and the moſt Sacred Doctrines 
and Duties of Chriſtianity; and explain'd and clear d 
all the Paſſages in the Fewiſh Law, that were pervert- 
ed and miſtaken by the Jeuviſh Doctors of thoſe Times. 
In delivering this, his Method is moſt Exact and Natu- 
ral; his Expreſſions Conciſe and Elegant; and his Di- 
tion Plain, Beautiful and Majeſtick. And the (g) 
Power of the Holy Spirit, who proceeds from his Di- 
vine, and dwells continually in his Humane Nature, 
enabled him to do all this, without the Help of Study, 
or Humane Art and Learning. () He Feed Men 
from the Poſſeiſion and Power of Evil Spirits; Cur'd 
all manner of Infirmities, Diſeaſes and Sickneſles ; and 
Tais'd ſeveral dead Perſons to Life again, only by his 
powerful Word. While he converſed  Publickly a- 
mongſt Men, all Nature ſeem'd obedient to his Beck; 
and the Power whereby he commanded in the World, 
Was as Abſolute as that whereby he - firſt Created it. 
(i) For he Cur'd all that by Faith apply'd to him, 
whether preſent or abſent. (&) He chang'd Water into 
Mine, and (I) multiply d five Loaves of Bread, to ſatisfy five 
_ Thouſand hungry Men. ( He drove a Multitude of Peo- 
ple out of the great Court of the Temple, which they 
| 15 taken Poſſeſſion of, and uſed as a Market- place. 
.) He not only walked upcn the tempeſtuous Sea, but 
.calm'd the raging Waves and the boiſterous Winds 
by his Command. And, Laſtly, Being Crucity'd and 
Kill'd by Wicked Men, after he had been ſome days 
bury'd, he rait d himſelf from the dead, (o) and aſcended ; 
into Heaven, in the fight of his Apoſtles. (p) Theſe 
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mighty Works which our Lord performed in his Fa- 
tber s Name, together with the Doctrines which he 
taught, bear Witneſs of him, that the Father ſent bim: 


(ie) Mat. 4 2. 77 Mat. A Dia 15. (5%) Mat 4 2 24. 5 
"(7) Luke 7. 10. (K) John 2. 9. () Mat. 14. 19, 20, 21. (n)! Wy, © 
T5, (n} Mat. 8. 26. (o) Luke 24. 50. (7) John {ie | 
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and Redeemer of Mankind. 
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1 and Sufferings, could make Satisfaction for the Sins of 
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55 t is, Theſe Works and Doctrines prove him to be 
the Eternal only hegotten Som o 
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X. Hence we may obſerve, That the Authori y.and 


Office of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are ſo Divine and Sa- 


cred, that any Perfon of leſs Dignity than the Son of 


| . God, were not fir to Suſtain and Execute them. (e) 


None beſides our Lord was foundworthy to open the Book 
in his Father's Right Hand, nor fo much as to look 


 -| thereon. None bur he was quality'd to Reveal and De- 
= liver the Laws of God to Mankind, and to back the 
= ſame with ſufficient Sanctions. To Him only, Man- 
kind are therefore bound to ſubmit themſelves: They 


muſt yield an entire Aſſent to all his Declarations; an 
abſolute Obedience to all his Commands: For his 


Word is the Unerring Rule of all that, which his Diſ- 


ciples are oblig'd to believe and do, in order to Sal- 
WMtion . | en 1329 
XI. (p) And yet our Lord has inveſted our Civil and 


S Spiritual Governours with a Divine Authority, ſubor- 


dinate to that of his own ; and to their Authority as 
fuch, we are bound to ſubmir, and pay Obedience; 
not only for the ſake of Peace and Order, bur of Con- 


= ſcience (4). Our Governours are therefore to be o- 
= bey'd on pain of Damnation, when they act in Subor- 


dination to Chriſt; (r) That is, when by proper Sancti- 
ons, they enforce either the expreſs Laws of Chriſt, or 
even Things indifferent, which in their Judgment, are 
ſome way conducive to the better Obſervation of the 


Laus of Chriſt. (5) For we muſt Obey and follow our 


Governors and Superiors, asthey obey and follow Chriſt ; 


= which they always do, when they endeavour to ſe- 


Cs, encourage, and promote our Obedience to his 
aws. | % t xa 

XII. This Mediator, who is from all Eternity, the 
Son of God, and alſo did in time become the Son of man, 
is the only Perſon, who by the Merit of his Obedience 
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Men, and arme them to His Father. '2This 26 
Method which God has choſen and revealed to us, 
to exerciſe and manifeſt his ſpotleſs Juſtice in the ſevere 
{ Puniſhment, and his boundleſs Mercy in the gracious 
Pardon of our Sins. We do not here pretend to limit 
the Power and Wiſdom of Almighty God, in the Ex- 
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moſt worthy of himſelf, and the beſt for us. For we 
. ought: above all things, to beware of the Pride and 
Blaiphemy of thoſe Men; who, by denying the Divi- 


FR 


nity of Jeſus Chriſt; the Expiatory Merit cf his Sacti- 
fe, andthe damnable Guilt of Original, Sin, do there- | 
14 by repreſent the T rantgreſlion of the Divine Laws as 
ſuch atriwial matter, chat Infinite Juſtice and Mercy 
1 are not required, for the Puniſhment and Pardon there- 
I of: Would ſuch Men conſider the Diſtance that is be- 
13 tween miferable ſinful man, and a Being of Infinite 
Wisdom, Power and Goodneſs, they might ſee Keaſon 
to pay a greater Veneration to the Mediation and Suf- 4 
ferings of our Lord. And the ſame Conſideration 
1 oughe aid, not to Patronize, but Check the Sacrilegi- 
Fi ous Faß of them, who prefume to Join' any other 3 
bi Mediatorg With our Lord in his Sacred Offce. The 2s 
Father Wilb not accept us in any Name, but that of his 
bY beloved Son. Nor do we need the IntexcelF On of An- 
* gels and departed Saints, io rcco mend us to the Son, 
() for he is not an High-pric ſt w ich cannot be touch- 
cd with the feeling of our Infirmitics; but. was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet witkoar sin: And 

10 therefore we may, and ought to approach With bold- = 
"Mi neſs, to the Throne of Grace, that we may obtain 1 
Mercy, and find Grace to help in time of Need. ' ' 
15 XIII. Moreover, ſince our Lord has receiv'd from 
ie Father (e) a perpetual Prieſthood, which cannot be 
ecxecuted by any Deputy, nor tranſmitted to any Suc- 
ceſſor, its evident that no Merit but his only, can make 

* any real Aronement ior Sin: Therefore it's highly 1115 
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{exciſe and Manifeſtation of his glorious Attributes; hut 
we humbly believe this Method he has uſed, to be the 
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jurious to this Sacred Dignity of Jeſus Chriſt" our only 
Mediator, that either our own Merit, or the Merit of 
any Creature, ſhould be ſuppoſed to have any ſhate in 
our Juſtifcarion, We believe indeed, That the ſpeci- 
al Grace of God enables good men to do and ſuffer 
many Things in Obedience to the Will of God. And 
we affirm; that in order to our Juſtifcation, gd 
Works are. altogether neceſſary: All Chriſtians are 
bound to perform what God has commanded, out of a 
Principle of Love to him, and of Charity to their Bre- 
thren for his ſake, after the Bleſſed Example « of Jeſus 

Chriſt. (4) They who do not this, are not * Y Die 
ciples indeed; nor can they have the Privilege of ſuch: 
True Faith and ſincere Obedience are inſeperable, and 
equally neceſſary to Salvation: But thenthey are whol- 
ly founded upon the Merits of Chriſt; that is, his Grace 
enables good men to Eelieve and Obey, and his Me- 
rit renders their Faith and Obedience acceptable to his 
Father: And therefore in all this, the beſt of men can 
plead no Merit, not even tos ards their own Juſtifica- 
tion; (e) much lets can any of them redeem his Brother, 
or give tO God a ranſom for him. 

XIV. Now fince it appears, That our Lord Jefus 
Chriſt has receiv'd from his Almighty Father, the moſt 
Divine and-Sacred Authority and Office of a Propher, 
= aÞPrieſt, and a King, for the Redemption and Salva- 
ion of Mankind: 1 thall, in the ſecond Place, enquire 
and ſhew, What parts of his Divine Authbriry, and 
&7 Sacred Office our Lord committed to his Apoſtles, and 
do their Arms and lawial Succeſſors, to Plant, Inſtrucł, 
aud Govern his holy Catholic Church, For our Lord be- 
in ing the Supreme Law-giver, the only Mediator and 

» {WT ablolute Judge of the whole World, he was pleas d to 
commit ſome parts of his Authority and Othce to an 
Order of Miniiters, for the tore-laid Purpotes, as thall 

be made appear from plain and Cxprets Cetiumonies Ot 
holy Scripture. E 


Firſt, Our Lord committed to his Apoſites an Fo 
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thority to Plam and Propagate bis holy Cathilick Church:: | 

| F Or; he commanded them to — and Publiſh "his 

Goſpel to all Mankind. (F) Go ye therefore, and Diſciple. 

4 Nations, baptix ing them in the Name of the Father,” and 

of the Son, and of the; Hol) Ghaſt. (g) Go ye into all the: 
World, and preach the Goſpel to every Creature. (b) And: 

celſewhere he appeals to them as Witneſſes, that all the 

* Ancient Prophecies concerning the Aeſſiab, were ful- 

fllled in him; and tells them that Repentanee and Re- | 

| * miſſion of Sins were to be preached in his Name, among 
all Nations, beginning at Feruſalem. And to this agrees | 
the Teſtimony of St. Peter, who declares, That our: 
Lord (i) commanded them, namely his Apoſtles, to 
preach unto the People, and to teſtify, That it is be who was 
ordain d of God, to be the Fudge of Quick and Dead. 
XV. Moreover, our Lord inſtituted a general Society i 
of all his [Diſciples here on Earth, whereof he is the 
Supreme Head and Governour : And he commande 
his Apoſtles to receive and admit all his Diſciples into 
this Socicty, by the Sacrament of Baptiſm: (&) Bap- 

 Tizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the San, aud ³⁵ 
of the Holy Ghoſt. And he declares, this believing, and 
being bapriz'd, ro be the neceilary Conditions of every 
Man's Salvation. (1) He that believeth and is baptix d,. 
(hall be ſaued; but he that believeth not ſhall be condemm d. 

And theſe Sacred Teſtimonies are further confirm'd by 
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receiyd this Commiſſfion, hey went forth and preachel 
every where, the Lord working with them. And when by | 
their preaching, they converted any to the Chriſtian RF 
Faith, they preſently bapriz'd and admitted them into. 
the Church and Society of Chriſtians. | (7) Thus Saint 
Luke tells us, That they that gladly received Sd. Peter s 
Mord, were baptiz'd and added to the Church,to the num- 
ber of Three Thouſand. (e The Samaritans alſo, when 
they believed upon the preaching of Philip, were bap- 
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tized both Men and Wemen, (p) In the ſame manner 


9 Chriſtian Preeſthood. mw 
Saint Perer commanded Cornelius and his Family tò bel 
baptiz d in the Name of the Lord Jeſus. To mention 
| no more; (4 the Ethiopian Eunuch, and Lydia, and the! 
Keeper of the Priſon, were ali baptiz d upon the pro- 

feſſion of their Belief in Chriſt: And thus the Church 
of Chi iſt was planted and propagated in Fudea, and in 
moſt Kingdoms and Countries of the World, by the 
Apoſtles of our Lord, and by them whom, as we ſhalb 
fhew hereafter, they ordain'd to afliſt and ſucceed' 
them in their Sacred Office. 1 
XVI. Secondly, Our Lord committed to his Apoſtles, 
and to their True and Lawful Succeſſors, an Authori- 
ty to inſtruct and build up his Holy Catholick Church. 
The Apoſtles indeed baptiz'd and admitted Men into 
the Church, upon the open Profeſſion of their Belief 
in Jeſus Chriſt, as the promifed Meſſiab: But this Ad- 
miſſion into the Chriſtian Church, upon ſuch a Pro- 
feſſion, docs by no means imply, that thoſe Profelytes 
were then duly inſtructed, in all the neceſſary Truths 
and Duties of the Chriſtian Religion. Freely, ſincere- 
ly, and openly to profeſs themſclves the Diſciples and 
Subjects of Jeſus Chriſt, does on the contrary ſuppoſe 
Men ready and willing to learn, and to obey all His 
Laws and Commands: And this indeed puts them in- 
to a ſtate of Salvation; not becauſe they have fulfilled 
their part of the Goſpel Covenant; but becauſe they 
are ready to believe, and to do what God requires 
and commands, ſo far as he ſhall' afford them the 
Knowledge of his Truth, and Opportunities to per- 
form his Will. Therefore our Lord commanded his 
Apoſtles to (7) Teach their Proſclytes, to obſerve all 
Things whatſocver he had commanded them. And 
our Lord requires the fame Reſpect and Obedienee to 
Bis Miniſters, when they cxccute the Commiſſion he 
has given them, which are due to himſelf and to his 
Father. (g) He that hrareth you heareth me; and be that 
T-ſviterh gen def piſeth me ; and be that deſpiſeth me, deſpi- 
feth him that ſent nie. And it's alſo manifeſt, that our” 
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(4) Acts 3, and 16. (7) Mat. 23. 20. (5) Luke 10. 16. 3 
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rend RIES 
Lord gave his Apoſtles and their Succeſſors an Autho- 


rity! to Interpret as well as ro Publiſh his Las: Let 


their Interpretations ought to be always agreeable, no 


where contrary to the Laws of Chriſt, (:) They may 


indeed give their private Judgment, in caſes where 


the Divine Oracles are ſilent: But they may not 
Interpret one part of Holy Scripture contrary to 
another; neither may they determine any thing con- 
trary to the expreſs Words, and manifeſt Senſe of the 


Scriptures; for that were indeed to (#) preach themſelves, 
| not the Lord Teſus. T7 | 8 


XVII. But the Practice of the Apoſtles of our Lord, | 


and their Succeſſors, does fully inform us, what Au- 


thority he gave them, to inſtruct and build up his Ho- 
ty Catholick Church: For when they had perſuaded 
Men to profeſs and embrace the Chriſtian Religion, 
and receiv'd them into the Church, they did not there- 
upon intermit, but encreaſe their care of them. They 
attended and ply'd them frequently with Inſtructions, 
Admonitions, Exhortations and Keproots. according as 


the Spiritual State and Condition of their People did 


ad o 4 


require. (v) And tor this purpoſe the Apoſtles had 
Places Conſecrated and ſet apart for their Aſſembling 
With the People, to celcbraic their publick Worthip: 
In cheſe Places they frequently met together, eſpecially: 
on the Lord's Day, to Offer up their Prayers and 


Thankſgivings to God ; () to celebrate the Holy 


Communion, as our Lord commanded tem; and to 


inſtruct and encourage the People in the Performance 


of their Duty. For Saint Luke tells us, That the new 


Proſelytes continua ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Dectrine 
and Fellowſhip, and in breaking of Bread and in Prayers. 
And again, Thar ib centinned daily with one accord in 


_ the Temple, and breaking Brend; that is, Celebrating the 


q GW * 2 5 | 

Holy Communion T. at the Houſe, which was pro- 
bably a private () Room, ſet apart for Divine Wor- 
ſhip. Theſe Chrittian Aflemblies were conſtantly 


* 
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(#) Cor. 5.5, 6, & 25. (u) 2 Cor. 4. 5. (v) Ads 1 13. & 2.1. 
(w) Luke 22. 19 Acts 20. 7. Acts 2. 42. 46. +», ole. (y) Acts 
Jo 13. & 2. 1. : Lg 


v4 10. 25; © (H)-3/Cor. 13. 10, ( John 20. (*) Mat, 16. 19. 


"the Chriſtian Prieſthood. " 7 


- held by the Apoſtles, and thoſe whom they ordain'd'to - 
aſſiſt and ſucceed them; both for the Celebration of 
God's Worſhip, and the Inſtruction of his People. 
- Thus we find (z) Saint Paul and Barnabas aſſembled 
themſelves with the Church at Antioch; and remained 
there a whole Year, to teach the People. (a) For the 
ſame purpoſe, they allo return'd to Lyſtra, Iconium and 
Antioch, Where they had planted Churches; Confirm- 
ing the Souls Of the Difciples, and exchorting them to con- 
tinue in the Frith. (6) Saint Paul's Inſtructions to tlie 
Church at Corinth, ſhew that they had religious Aflem- 
blies for Divine Worſhip, and the Ediſication of the 
People. (c) And in another Epiſtle, the fame Apoſtle 
commands Chriſtians, not to forſake the aſl, embling them- 
[elves together: And indeed all the Epiſtles written 
the Apoſtles of our Lord, as well as the Writings Gf 
their pious Anceſtors, the Primitive Chriſtian Biſhops, 
are ſtanding Evidenccs both of their Divine Authority, 
to feed the Flock of Chriſt, and of their unwearied 
Diligence in the Exerciſe of che ſame, to the Glory of 
God, and the Benefit of his People. 
XVIII. Thirdly, Our Lord committed to his Apo- 
ſtles, and to the ir true and lawtul Succeſſors, Authori- 
ty to Rule and Govern his Holy Catholick Church! 
12 This Authority was indeed given, and ought tb 
be exercis'd for the Inſtruction and Edification of the 


Church. For this purpoſe our Lord eve Power ant 


Commandnent to his Miniſters, to declare and proneunce the 


Abſelutian and Remijſion of their Sins, to all that 705 repent, 


nounce the Sentence of Condemnation againſt all bom peni- 
tent obſtinate Siuners. This Power is expreſly incl 
| ded i in his own Declaration to them: ( Wboſcewer ſi jt 
9 remit, they are remitted unto them; and whott bewer nf 5e 
retain, they are retalned: Again he ſays to Saint Petbr, 
and in him to all the A poitles, in whoſe Name Pete 


b | | bad made that Contfhon of che Faith; (f) I will give 


wwe £5 a” 
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565) Acts 11. 26. @) Acts 14. 21,22. 4 1 Cor. 14 (e) Hebr, 


44 


and unfeignedly believe his Hely Geſpel ; and allo to der | 
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ever thou ſhalt bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heben an 


„„ 


And that this Power extends allo to the excluding no- 


munion of the Church, appears from the plain Com- 


ͤꝗ—ũ—ͤ— ʒ— — q —ü———— ꝛ — 
pe — 


ad Apoſtles. (g) 5 thy Brother rreſpaſs againſt thee, go 
1 800 and tell zum bis Fault, between thee and bim alone; if be 


ball hear hes hon haſt gain d thy Brother : But if be will 


—— — — 


. dences of the Matter; and if be ſhall neglect to hear them, 
tell it to the Church: But if he neglect to hear the: Chureh, 
let him be unto thee as an Heathbem man, and a 


adds: Verily J Jay eto hen, . :i{cever ye ſhall bind on Earib, 

ſhall be beund in Heaven; aud whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on 
Earth, ſhall be looſed in Heaven, This Power extends 

alſo to the reconciling and receiving penitent Offen- 
ders again into the Communion of che Church; As 


he 
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tothe (5 Corinthians and (i) Theſſalonians. And indeed the 
Doctrine and Practice of che Apoſtles, are the beſt and 
trueſt Interpreters of our Lord's Commiſſion to them. 
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due Limits; and therefore, that they exercis'd it, is a 
full Proof chat it did of Right belong to them. Now 
Saint Paul commands his (a) Proſelytes not to con- 
verſe with any Chriſtian Brother, that had the report 
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| of a Covetous, an Unrclean, Or, an Idolatrous Perſon; 3 of a 
ERailer, a Drunkard, or an Extortioner. (I) To ſeparate 


tes from every Chriſtian Brother, that walketh 
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his Company, that he might be aſhamed. (2) And 
the ſame Apoſtle declares, That he had deliver d Hy- 


wrack of the Faith: 0 And orders Titus to rejeet a Man 


0 Mat. 18, re. 5 0 2 Cor. 2. Fi 5, Oc. 91 2 Theſ. 155 15. 


9 85 5. 13, 11 (!) 2 Thel. 3. 6. (9) v. 14. (% 1 Tim. 1. 
that 


(e) Tit. 4 10. 


1 
9 


aunto thee the = of the Kingdom of. a. and duke 
whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe on Earth, ſhall be looſed in Haves. | 
*torious obſtinate Otfenders, from the Sociæty and Com- 


mand and Declaration of our Lord, to all his Diſciples 


After which, directing his Speech to his Apoſtles.” he © 


appears from the Command and Example of St. Paul 


They would not cxtend their Authority beyond. its 


diſorderly. () To note the diſobediewt Man, and avoid 


meneus and Alexander unto Satan, who had made Sbip- : 


— — 


not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, as Evi- | 
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chat is an Hy#:ic&, after the firſt and ſecond Admon 


XIX. Our Lord likewiſe gave his Apoſtles Anthori- 


xy, to Judge and Detzrmine all Matters and Contro- 


verſes concerning the Chriſtian Faith and Doctrine: 


(9) For after his Aſcenſion, he ſent down the Holy. 


Ghoſt upon them, according to his moſt true Promiſe; 
and by his ſingular Gifts and miraculous athitance, they. 
not only interpreted the Law and the Prophets, () but 
alſo ſpake and writ all the Books of the New Teſta- 
ment, by the expreſs Direction, Inſpiration, and Aſlſi- 
ſtance: And beſides this Extraordinary, the Bleiled A- 
poltles did receive an ordinary ſtanding Power, to in- 
terpret the Holy Scriptures, and to Judge and Deter- 


o N 
* 
14 
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min in Matters of Religion. () This Power they did 


frequently exerciſe: As Hr, When ſome Judaizing 
Chriſtians, who retain'd too great a Veneration for the 


Kites and Ceremonies of Mo/ſes's Law, taught, that Chri- 
ſtians ought to Circumciſe their Children, and to ob- 


A. 


er Fewiſh Cuſtoms; the Apoſtles and Preſ- 
byters Aſſembled at Feruſalem, to determin this Con- 


troverſy: (:) And in the Determination thereof, they 


had not recourſe to any particular Revelation; but 


acted by that ſtanding Authority, which our Lord 

committed to them: (z) For they gave Sentence ac- 
& cording to their own Judgment, directed by the Light 
ot Holy Scripture, and atuited.by the Grace of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt. And it further appears from the ſame Pal- 
W tage, Thar whatfocver is thus Decreed and Ordain'd, 


by the Governours of the Church, duly exerciſing; 


\& chew Dir ine Authority, docs oblige the Conſciencęs 
ot the Pcople, and ought to be recciv'd and obey*d by 
them: () For the Decrees, which, on this Occaſion, 


were Ordain'd by the Apoſtles and Presbyters in Feru- 


alem, were deliver'd and enjoyn'd to all the Churches. 
sue have this one Pretident in the Holy-Scriprures, 
IF for the Authority of a General Council; ſo we have 
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(p) John 15. 26. ( Adds 2. 25, &c. () 2 Lim 3. 16. (O Ads 
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75. (Acts 15. 6,7,8,0,10, 11. (% Acts 15. 13, &. (v) Adds 16. 4. 
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| An,, 
ſeveral for the Authority of a particular Biſhop, with- 
in bis own Dioceſs.' © (x) Saint Paul both claim'd and 
exercis d it over the Church of Corinth; and inftructs 


and commands (9) T imothy and (⁊) Titus to exerciſe the 
fame, in their reſpective Churches at Epheſus and Crete. 
XX. Again, our Lord gave his Apoſttes, and their 


true and lawful Succeſſors, Authority to celebrate his 


Worſhip, and to Order and Preſcribe all things that 


are Neceſſary and Decent in the Celebration of the 


ſame. It's reaſonable to ſuppoſe indeed, That the 


Holy Apoſtles and their immediate Succeflors, admit- 


red ſome Parts of the Liturgy of the Temple and of the 
(a) Synagogue, into the Chriſtian Worſhip. The Book 


of Pſalms which was compoſed for the Uſe of the 


Prieſts and Levites in the Temple, was alſo from the 
Beginning receiv'd and us'd in Chriſtian Aſſemblies: 


And this may be one Reafon why the fewer Dire- 
cons are found, concerning the Form of Chriſtian 
Worſhip in the New Teftament: Many of the firſt Con- 


verts to Chriſtanity, being either Fes, or Jewiſh Pro- 


ſelytes, they would be the leſs forward to have their 


Antient Form of Worſhip wholly laid aſide and chang'd. 


(b) However the Apoſtles did immediately change the 
Jewish Sabbath for the Lord's Day; and uſed the. Sa- 
craments of Baptiſm, and the 4) Lord's Supper, in- 
ſtead of Circumciſion and the Paſlover. 
Preſcribed and Ordered whatever they judged Neceſ- 


ſary and Decent in the Publick Wortkip, as plainly 


appears from very many ballages in St: Paul's Epiſtles. 


The xi, vii, x11, and xiv Chapters of this firſt Epiſtle to 


che Corinthians, hrealmoſt all uponthat Subject. (e) And 
elſewhere he commands that Sypp/ications, Prayers, Inter- 


ceſſions and I bank givings be made in the Church for 


all men. | 
XXI. V According ro the expreſs Command of our 


Lord, the Celebration of the Holy Communion, was 


* — — — 


| — — — 
*) 1 Cor. 4 1, 20, 21. 1 Cor. 11. 2 Cor. 10. 8. 0) 1 Tim. 4. 
1, 12. (+) Tit. 17. 15. (#) AQs 15. 21. (01 Cor. 16. 2. (e) 4 Cor. 
22, 12. (4) 1 Cor. £5, 20. (e) 1 Tim. a. 1. ) Mar- xiv. 27, 23, 24. 
Tuke 22. 22 9 
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4 one Principal Part of the Communion was one Prin- 
8 | 8 part of the Publick Worſhip. As he command- 
e ed them to do this in remembrance of him; fo we find 
they took all Occaſions to maniteſt their Obedience to 
r a Command ſo juſt and reaſonable. (g) The Apoſtles 
is and their firft Proſelytes continu'd daily in breaking of 
't Bread and in Prayers: (h And the main End of theChriſti- 
Nan Aſſemblies is alſo repreſented to be breaking Bread; 
"oY that is, Celebrating the Holy Communion: And that 
-— | this was all alongaconſtant Part of the Chriſtian Wor- 
« | fhip, appears from what the Bleſſed Apoſtle diſcourſes 


Kk concerning it, in the 11th Chapter of his former E- 
e piſtle ro the Corinthians. A due Remembrance of the 
e Death and Sufferings of Chriſt for our Sins, is certain- 
: ly the beſt and only Method to quicken our Faith, 
perfect our Repentance, and confirm our Obedience: 
And fnce our Lord inſtituted this Holy Sacrament for 
| the ſolemn Remembrance of himſelf; I do not fee how 
„ ve can duly remember Him, in his Solemn Publick 
EZ Worſhip, without the Celebration of this Sacrament : 
J. And this was certainly the Belief of the Primitive Chri- 
ie ſtians; who Celebrated rhe Communion every time 
they aſſembled for Publick Worſhip. = 
1. XXII. To confer the Grace of the Holy Ghoſt upon 
o Baptiz' d Chriſtians, by (i) Prayer and Impoſition of Hands, 
another part of that Authority which our Lord com- 
mitted to his Apoſtles, and to their true and lawful 
2x Succefſors. And here we muſt obſerve again, that 
ſince the Apoſtles were lighten'd and dire&ted by the 
Holy Ghoſt, the facred Kites and Cuſtoms, which they 
** Ordain'd and Practis'd, are founded upon the Autho- 
*8 rity of our Lord who ſent them. () They bad his 
Command, and the Direction of his Spirit, :1 every 
Branch and Part of that ſacred Authority and OH 
= which they exercis'd: Now we have the Example ans 
Practice of the Apoſtles of our Lord, and of heir ©: 
and lawtul Succetfors, for the ſacred Rite of Contirme- 
xr tion. (/) When Philip the Deacon had converted ung 
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; bapiiz'd the. Samaritans, the Apoſtles, which were at 


Jeſus: () And the fame Apoſtle mentions laying on 


Jeruſalem hearing thereof, - ſent Peter and Fobn unto 
them; who, when they were come, pray'd for them, 


and laid their Hands upon them, that they mi ght receive 


the Holy Ghoſt. (m) For the fame purpoſe, alſo Saint 
Paul laid his Hands upon certain Diſciples at Epheſus, 
after they had been baptiz' d in the Name ot the Lord 


* 
- 


of Hands, with Baptiſm, as one Fundamental Do- 


Erine of Chrillianity ; (o) and exForts Timothy to ſtir 
up, that is, to exerciſe the Gift of God, Which was in 


him by the impoſition of his Hands. It's evident from 
this Scripture, that altho' the miraculous Gifts of the 
Divine Spirit were by this means often conferr'd upon 
Chriſtians in the Apoſtles days; yer Impeſirion of Hands, 
as it's now us'd in the Chrittian Church, was by the 
Apoſtles inſtituted and intended, as a Mcans to obtain 
the ordinary Graces of the Holy Ghoſt, which are ne- 
ceſſary for the Edification of the Church of God, and 
tor theSalyation of every Member of the ſame. (p) Fox 
the miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt are not quick- 


end and exercis'd according to the Will and Induſtry 


ot the Receivers, but rather appear and operate ac- 
cording to the Divine Pleaſure of that Holy Spirit who 
gives them. Therefore the Gift of God in Timothy, by 
the 7mpcſrtion of St. Paul's Hands, Was not the Power of 
working of Miracles, but the ordinary Grace of the 


Holy Ghoſt; () namcly that Principle of Spiritual 


Lite, whereby all the Children of God are led, atliſt- 
ed, and governed in their Lives and Converſations. 


XXIII. Lay, Our Lord, committed to his Apoſtles, -. 
and to their true and lawtul Succeſfors, Authoruy to 


Appoint and Ordanc others to aflift and ſucceed them 


in their ſacred Office. () He ſent his Apoſtles in the 


lame manner, in this reſpec, as the Father had ſent 
him: For he gave them power to confer the Holy 


Ghoſt, and to commit their Authority to others, by 


. — — — — — ä (— 
(m) Ads 19 6. (3) Hebr. 6. 2. (o) 2 Tim. 1. 6. (p) Mat. 14.2, 
ri. (4) Gal. 5. 16, 18. 22, 23. (1) Adds 8. 17, 18,19, 20. 
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b. be Chriſtian Prieſthood. 29 
Prayer and Impoſition of Hande, for the Propagation, In- 


ſtruction and Government of his Church, thro? all A> 


ges to the End of the World. It was the Will, and 


Ordinance of our Lord, that the ſamę Authority and 


Office, which he committed to his Apoltles, to Plant, 
Inſtruct, and Govern his Holy Cacholick Church, 


ſhould, by chem, be tranſmitted to a: ſtanding Order 


of Miniſters, in a continual Succeiſion rhro' all Ages 
till his coming to judge the World. ( For ſince our 
Lord did not intend to limit the Benefits of his Religi- 
on, to that Age wherein the A poſtles liv'd; it was ne- 
ceſſary, that the ſame Dchgn and Work, upon which 
he ſent them, ſhould be fill purſu'd and carry'd:on 
in all ſuccceding Ages. As our Lord inſtituted an 
Univerſal Socicry of all his Diſciples, diltinguiik'd from 
the reſt of the World by peculiar Laws, Privileges, and 


| Governours, fo.ir is neceſſary that all rhele eſſential 
Diitinctions ſhould continue, as long as that Society, 
And Governours are equally neceſlaxy to the Being of 


a Socicty, as its Laws and Privileges; for as there 48 
no Society in the World, WH¹ote Members are all able 
perfectly to underſtand, and willing to obſerve the 
Laws and Privileges thereot, it's manifeſt that no 89. 
Ciety can continue without a viltble ſtanding Authork 
ry to govern it, and to Publiſh and Execute the Laws: 
thereof. For tho the Chriſtian Church be a Spiritual 
Society, yet the External Order and Diſcipline there- 


of mult be maintain'd by the Authority of its Go- 


vernours, who are to execute the Laws thereof, in 
{ſubordination to Chriſt its fupreme Head, by the ſpe- 
cial Aſſiſtance and Conduct of his Spirit. (,) Hence 
Saint Paul teſtifies, That the Chriſtian Church is built 


upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, 


Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being chief Cornerſtone. And this 
is ſpoken not only of their Doctrines, but alfo of their 
Perſonal Authority, as Miniſters of the Church; as 
appears from the Words of our Lord, who, alluding to 
the Name of St. Peter, declar'd (a) that upon that Rock, 
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(.) Rom. 11, 25, 26. (t) Eph. 2 20, (2) Mat. 16. 18. | 
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Church; and that the Gates of Hell, that is, the Powers 
of Satan, ſhould not prevail againſt it. This Rock is Cer- 
tainly our Lord "himſelf, together with an Order of 
Miniſters, inveſted with his Authority, and endu'd 
Spirit: For St. Peter was one, even the firſt of the 
facred Order; (2 who having then confeſſed our 


Lord, to be Chriſt the Son of the living God, in the Name 


of all the Twelve; this Anſwer of our Lord does ma- 
nifeſtly include all the reſt, as well as him. For not 
only Saint Peter, but all the Apoſtles of our Lord, and 


all their true and lawful Succeſſors, are Foundation- tones 


in the building of the Church. (x) Hence one of their 
Number tells us, That Jeſus Chriſt, upon his Aſcenſion 
into Heaven, gave ſome, Apoſtles; and ſome, Prophets; and 
ſome, Evangeliſts; and ſome, Paſtors and Teachers; and 
theſe he gave for the building of the Church; for the 
perfecting of the Saints; for the Work of bis Miniſtry ; for 
the Edifying of the Body of Chriſt: Or, in other Words, 
for the Propagation, Inſtruction, and Government of 
his Church. or Roh 


XXIV. Moreover, it appears from the very Words - 


of his Commithon, That our Lord intended that the 
Authority and Office which he committed to his A- 
poſtles, ſhould be exercis'd by a ſtanding Order of Mi- 
niſters, in a continual Succeſſion. (y) For theſe Words, 
Go ye, Diſeiple all Nations, Baptixing them in the Name of 


the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; reaching 


thera to obſerve all things whatſoever T have commanded you: 
( And again, Go ye into all the World, and Preach the 
Gaſpet to every Creature: Theſe Words of our Lord muſt, 
I fay, be ſpoken to the Aſſiſtants, and Succeſſors of the | 


Apoſtles, as well as to themſelves: For ſo ſmall a 


number of Men as the Apoſtles, could not poſſibly 
Publiſh the Goſpel ro al Nations, and baptixe and inſtruct 
all thoſe that would believe; not even in that Age 
wherein they lived. But the Command is to be un- 
derſtood of all Nations, that ſhould believe in every Age, 
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1 5 (v) Mat. 16. 16. 
6. 


(x) Eph, +: 11,12, (5) Mat. 28, 19, 20. 


until 


until the End of the World; as plainly appears from 
dhe Promiſe annext thereunto; (4) Lo I am with you 
always even to the End of the World. For how tis, our Lord 
always preſent? Not with his Apoſtles in the exerciſe of 
their Authority and Office; but with them and their 
True and Lawful Succeſſors, he is always prefent ; 
who are all therefore included and ſpoken to in this 
Paſſage. For ſince the Commiſſion could not be Exe- 
cuted, nor the Promiſe fulfilled in the Perſons of his 
Apoſtles; it's evident, that in them our Lord does 
here ſpeak to all their True and Lawful Succeſſors: 
Unleſs the Authority and Office of the Apoſtles were 
tranſmitted to their Succeſſors, its impollible to con- 
ceive how the Church of Chriſt ſhould be continu'd 
& - thro? all Ages; and therefore in promiſing that ( the 
Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt his Church, Our Lord 
has engag'd his Sacred Power and Providence, to con- 
tinue a perpetual uninterrupted Succeſſion of Miniſters, | 
to Plant, Inſtruct, and Govern his Church till the End 
of the World. | 
XXV. Thar ſtanding Order and perpetual Succeſſion _ 
of Miniſters appointed in the Fewiſh Church, is like- 
KF wile an Argument, for the continuance of ſuch an 
| Order and Succellion inthe Chriſtian Church. We find 
| that Almighty God ſet apart and ſanctify'd an Order 
of Miniſters, to Celebrate his Worſhip, and to Inſtruct 
and Govern his People in Spiritual Ma'ters, aſſoon as 
he vouchtat'd them a Revelation of his Will, to be 
the ſtanding Rule of their Actions. As for the Patri- 
archs, who, we believe, worſhipped God in a right 
manner, before the Law was given by Moſes, we ſup- 
pole they were directed in that Affair, by particular 
and immediate Revelations of his Will. Thoſe Holy 
Men, it's certain, would not preſume to offer Sacrifi- 
ces, Or to preſcribe and do any thing in God's Wor- 
ſhip, but by his expreſs Direction and Command. 
(e) And at the giving of the Law, it's well known, 
that God ſeparated the Tribe of Levi, and chole the 
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Family of Aaron, 


— 


fices ; to burn Incenſe, and to Bleſs the People in his 


Name: To them He gave Authority to difſcern and 


ſeparate Clean and Poly Things, from the Unclean and 


Prophane ; to preſide in Judgment, interpret his Laws, 
and determine Matters of Controverſy among his 


People: (e) And this Authority and Office was to pe- 
cultar to that Order and Succetiionot Miniſters among 


the Fes, that no Stranger, no Perſon of any other 


Tribe or Family was allow'd to meddle with it. It's 
alſo obſervable, that ſeveral who preſum'd to Uſurp 
and Exerciſe the Prieſts Office, were made Examples of 


God's juſt Diſpleaſure for the ſame ; as appears in the 
Inſtance of () Cer4b and his Party, and others in af- 
ter Ages, It's likewife recorded amongſt the dete- 
ſtab'e Impieties of Fereboam King of ſſracl; that he 


made Prieſts of the People, namely of the, Laity, 


which were not of the Sons of Levi: That he Conſe- 


crated and admitted to rhe Prieſts Office, every one 


that had a Mind. (g) And the Holy Scripture teſti- 


fies, I hat this Thing became a Sin to the Houſe of Fe- 
rebonm, to cut it off, and to deſtroy it from off the Face 
Of the Earth. 6 | 


XXVI. The Practice of the Holy Apoſtles of our 
Lord, is another convincing Evidence, that he Deftign'd 
and Ordain'd a ſtanding Order of Miniſters in a con- 
tinual Succeſſion, to Plant, Inſtruct and Govern his 
Holy Catholick Church. It has been already obſerv'd, 
That the Apoſtles had both the Authority and Com- 
mand of Feſus Chrift, and the ſpecial Aſſiſtance and Di- 
rection of the Holy Ghoſt, in the exerciſe of their Sa- 
cred Office. And therefore, in fo momentous an At-' 
fair, as the Inſtitution of a Form of Church-Goyern-/ 


(4) Numb. 6. 24, 25, 26. Levit. 13, 14, 15. (e) Numb. 3. 10. 
12 Numb. 16. I Sam. 13. 12, 13. 2 Chron. 26. 16. &c. & wiees 
77 a. (C) King. 13. 33, 34- 


ment, 


AVTudication of © 

| to minifter before him in Holy 
WW Things : (4) To them he committed the whole charge 
= of tis Worthip'; and commanded them to be diſtin- 
18 guiſn'd from the reſt of his People, in their Habit and 
Courſe of Life; to attend his Service; to offer Sacri- 
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de Chriſtian Pf, "3 
ment, they muſt certainly have acted according to rhe 
Will of our Lord, and the Direction of his Spirit: 5orhat - 
if the Apoſtles tranſmitted their Authority and Office to 
an Order and Race of ucceſſors in the Church; their ſo 
doing proves ſuch and Order and Race of Church Mini- 
ſters to be of Divine Inftication. Now we find that the A- 
poſtles Ordain'd ſeveral Degrees of Miniſters, to aſſiſt and 
| ſucceed them in their Sacred Office: () Firſt, they did by 
Prayer and Imp«ſition of Hands, Ordain the Seven Deacons , 
(i) to whom, betides the care and overſight of the Poor, they 
committed Authority to preach the Goſpel, and to Baptize. 
| (4) Alfo when St. Paul and Barnabas had planted ſeveral 
| Gentile Churches, namely in Lyſtra, Iconium and Antioch, 
we read that they Ordain'd them Prieſts in every Church. 
() And the former of theſe Apoſiles, being to take his 
leave of ihe Church of Epheſu,, ſent from Miletus, to call 
thither the Prieſts of that Church; to whom he gave ſe- 
veral Inſtructions concerning the Diſcharge of their Of- 
| fice, with an earneſt Exhortation to take ſpecial care of 
the People committed to their Charge. For the Word 
Fresbyter (which our Tranſlation reads Elder) does in theſe 
* Paſſages denote that Order of Church-Anifters, which, by 
a contraction of the ſame Word, we call Prieſts. (m) A- 
gainſt any of which Order, Saint Paul commands Timothy 
| not to receive an Accuſation but before two or three Witneſſes : 
Whence it plainly appears, That theſe Presbyters Or Prieſts, 
were inferior and ſubject to their Apoſtle or Biſhop Saint 
> Timothy, (n) whom St. Paul left at Ephcſus, to Govern that 
Church, and charge ſome that they ſhould reach no other 
Doctrine. In the Primitive Church both the Biſhops and 
Prieſts were Choſen out of the Graver and Elder tort of 


= the Larry; for which Keaſon they are both ſometimes 
& Call d by the name{e)of Presbyrers. But however the Agree- 


ment between the Age and Office of Biſh:ps and Fests 
might, at, or ſoon after their Inititution, occaſion their 
Names tobe given promiſcuoully to both (p) Orders; yet 
rs evident from the Holy Scriptures, that their Autho- 
rity and Office in the Church were notthe ſame; bur that 
the Order of Prie/ts was inferior and ſubject to that of Bi- 
) AQs6.6. (Ads r. (k) Acts 1g. 23. (1) As 20.17. & 
28. (17) Tim. 5. 19. (») 1 Tim. 1. 3. (% Titus 1. 5. 1 Pet. 5. 1. 
0 Philip 1. 2, „ N ſhops, 
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pops For the Office of a Biſhop contains in it all the Sacer- 
dotal Powers, and has the power of Conſccrating and 
Ordaining E ſh fs, Presbyters ard Deacens; of dying Hinds 
upon thoſc that renew their Bapriſmal Vow; of Cenſuring 
Offenders, making Laws, and determining Controveriies 
in the Church, beculiar to it ſelf, 
XXVII. And our Lord himſelf was the Author andOr- 
dainer of this Pre- minence, and Suberdination of Miniſters 
in his Church. * For he as the viſible Head and Biſhop of 
bis Church, while he exercis'd his Publick Miniſtry bere 
on Earth; and he in his life-rime 0rdain'd two Degrees of 
| Miniſters, namely () the Twcdtve Apuſtles, and the ( Se- 
vent) Diſciples; who, from what we find recorded of them 
in the Goſpel, appear to have been diuinct Orders under 
our Lord. And in this Matter our Saviour kept very 
nigh the Form of Church-Governm:ent, which he had before 
by Meſes appointed among the Jens; who had their 110 
Pricſt, the Frieſts and the Levites. And upon his Aſſenſi- 
on into Heaven, our Lord committed a ſurther and great- 
er Authority to his 4pcſtles, ſaying to them, (5s) As my 
Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend Jou; and he breathed on 
them, and ſaid unto them, Receive Je the Hal) 60ſt. FOr 
his ſendir g them as the Father had ſent him, does plain- 
ly contain a Power to ſend others; that is, to transfer 
their Authority and Commiilion to a Race of Succeſſors 
to the End of the World. 
XXVIII. And accordingly we find it Fecorded, That 
the Apoſtles of our Lord did Ord.in other Apaſtles to ſuc- 
ceed them, in the Care and Government of all thoſe 
Churches which they Planted. The 4p:/t/es thus Ordain'd 
to ſucceed the firft 4poftles of our Lord, (i, did Allo ſuccced 
them in their whole Authority and Ofice of Planting, 
Inſtructing, and Governing the Catholick Church. For 
the Ofice and Authority of the firſt Apeſtles of our Lord, 
does by a Divine Right belong to all their True and Law- 
ful Succeſſors, with this only difference; that whereas 
the firſt Apoſtles laid the Foundation of the Chrittian Faith, 
Doctrine and Diſciplinc, in thoſe Holv Writings di&ta- 
1 Pet. 2. 25. (4 Mar 3. 14. Luke 6. 13 (7) Luke 10. 1. (s) John 
20. 21, 22. (f) St. Ignatius's Inſer ption of his Epiſtie ro the Trallians, 
. ted 
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ted to them by the Holy Ghoft, which they left: to the 
Church; all their Sücceſſors are oblig'd not to change, 
but to build upon this Found::tion. Thoſe Governours of the 
Church, who are the True and Lawful Succeſſors of the 
firſt Apeſtles, have no Power or kight to add, alter, or di- 
miniſh any thing in the Sacred Scriptures : But they have 
: a Divine Authority and Cemmiſſion to Publiſh, Teach, and 
f Explain thoſe Scriptures to the People; to Celebrate the 
- 

f 


Worſhip of God; (% and to Govern themſelves and their 
People, according to thoſe Doctrines, Precepts, and good 
Examples recorded in the Scriptures. We have alſo a 
remarkable Inſtance of that pious reſpect and deference 
paid to the Title and Sacred Character of the firit Apoſtles, 
by their Succeſſors; namely, that tho' they fucceed in the 
whole Apeſtelick Office and Authority ; yet they modeſtly de- 
clin'd the Title of Apoſtlis; and only ſtil'd themſelves Bi- 
ſnops; that is, as the Word in the Original denotes, Over- 
ſeers, or Guardians of their reſpective Churches. ? 
XXIX. Now in every particular City, where Chriſtiani- 
ty was planted by the firit Apeſtles, they took Care to Or- 
dain one ( Biſhop or Preſident; to whom the I resbyters and 
Deacons, and ali the People were commanded to be fab= 
ject in Spiritual Matters. (x) Thus Timothy was Ordain'd 
Biſhop of Fpheſus by Saint Paul; having the whole Autho- 
rity and Office of an pole committed to him; as appears 
from Saint Paul's Epiſtles to him. For in theſe Epiſtles 
the Bleſſed Apoſtle initructs and exhorts Timothy, to take 
Care O that no ſtrange Doctrines, or ujclſs Speculations ſhould 
be taught in the Church: (＋/) That the Publick Worſhip ſhould 
be piouſly and orderly celebrated: (a) That the Biſhops ſhould be 
choſen of [ſuch as were blamcleſs, the Husband of one Wife, Vigi- 
lant, Sober, of good Behaviour, given to Hoſpitality, apt to teach; 
not given to Intemperance, Contention or Lucre , but Prudent, 
Meek and Liberal, (a) That the Deacons al/c ſhould be grave, 
not Double-tenzu'd, Drunkards or Cote us; out well approu'd 
for the ſoundneſs of their Faith, and the Inuucency of their Lives. 
(c) He further exhorts him, to conimue ſtedfuſt in th: true 
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Doctrine, and Diſcipline,and maintain the ſame againſt all 


=_ Hereticks and Falſe Teachers; (d) to treat all ſorts of men with 


Meeknefs,Candor and Prudence; and not to be over-forwardto 
admit an Accuſation againſt a Presbyter, nor over haſty in 
conferring Holy Orders upen any man. The like Inſtructions 
and Exhortations the fame Apoſtli gives alſo to Titus; to 


whom he had committed Authority to Infiru& and G 


vern the Church of Crete. (e) For he tells us, That for this 
Cauſe be bad left bim in Crete, that he ſbeuld ſet in order the 
Things that were wanting, and Ordin FrcSbyters in ever 

City, as he had appointec! him. (J) And the Bleſſed 4poftle 
does further inform us, that he wit theſe In traci ians and 
Exhortaticns to theſe primitive biſhops r 1 pheſus and Crete; 
that they might kncw how to behave th: mſlues in the Church, or 
| Houſe of God. And as it appears from tlicte Fpilſtics, that 
Timothy and Tits had the Fower of Ordaining Miniſters, 


Wy and the Chief Authority in Spiritual Matters, in their 


reſpedtive Churches; ſo all the other peſtles Initituted 
the fame Form of Church Government, in all the Churches 
which they planted. We have Saint s Evidence, that 
even while he himſelf retain'd the (g) biſhoprick or Su- 
rintendency of the Church at Corinth; yet there was a 
ubordination of the Miniſters under him, to one another. 
(hb) The Spirits of the Prophets, ſays he, are ſubject to the Pro- 
phets; for God is not the Author of Confuſion, but of Peace, 
48 in all Churches of the Saints. A plain Evidence that God 
himſelf was the Author of this Form of Charch-Govern- 
ment, Which he Inftitured to avoid Confuſion, and to 
preſerve Peace and Order, in his Holy Catholick Church. 
(3) Saint Peter Exhorts the Governours of thoſe Churches, 
to whom he writes his Epiſtle, ro feed rhe Flock of Chriſt a- 
mongſt them, (k)exerciſmg the Epiſcopal Office, not by conſtraint 
but willingly, not for filthy Lucre, but of a ready Mind, 
(1) Saint Fehr was allo commanded to write particular 
Inſtructions and Exhortations zo the Angels of the Seven 
Churches in Aſia; Who are there ſi1Pd Angels in imita- 


tion ofthe Jews, who gave that Name to their Minifters 


(% Ch. 2 * ver. 19. & „/ Rn xe Iv 
tus 1. 13. 3-10. (g) 1 Cor. 5. 3,4,5. 2 Cor. 1 23 (4)1 Cor 14 32,33. 
(:) Peter 5. 2. (&) in1xc72]rs. (I]) Rev. I. 11.2.1. e191 
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that Officiared in their Synagogues. But it's apparent 
from the Teſtimonies, Injunctions, and Reprimands, 


de Chriſthan Prieſthood. A 


which the Holy Ghoſt gives them by his Apaſtle, that 
theſe Angels were the Biſhops or Apoſtles of their reſpective 
Churches; whereof they had the Charge and Govern- 
ment committed to them. 1 1 
XXX. Thus it plainly appears from expreſs Teſtimonies 


of Holy Scripture, that there was from che Beginning a 


Subordination of Miniſters in the Chriuian Church, and 
that the Apoſtles of our Lord did, according io his Will 
and Ordinance, appoint and Ordain 4poftizs Or Biſhops, 
to govern each particular Church; wiv tuccceded them 
in their whole Authority and Office; and to whom the 
Subordinate Miniſters, and the People of their reſpective 
Churches, were requir'd and commanded to pay Obedi- 
Ence in Spiritual Matters. And that this Form of Church- 
Government Was every where us'd and appointed by the 


Holy 4poſtles of our Lord, does alſo appear from the Do- 
ct ines and Teſtimonies of their immediate Succeſſors; 


by whoſe Writings, this our Interpretation of the Holy 


Scriptures is abundantly confirm'd. ( Saint Cl:mens 


Romanus ſays ; The Apeſtles having preach d the Goipel, in Ci- 
ties and Provinces, they crdain'd the firſt Fruits of them that be- 
liev'd, (having ti d them by the Spirit) fer Biſhops and Dea- 
ccns of thoſe that ſbould afterwards believe. For, od he, our 
Apoſtles knew by cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that in after times, 
there would ariſe Contenticns in the Church upon account of its 
Epiſcopacy and Government; and therefore upon a perfect fore» 
ſight of what was to b:ppen, they appointed the Miniſters an 


| bove mention d, and wiihal gave a Rule for future Succeſſions; 


that when themſelves ſhould depart this Life, their Miniſtry 
might be convey d and handed down to other Perſons of ar 
ed Ability, for that important Service. (n) Saint Irenens ſays, 
* The g poſiles having Planted and Inſtructed the Church, 
* viz. at Reme, committed the Bi fhoprick and Govern= 
ment thereof to Linus, who was ſeccended by Anacltus, 
And he ſays of Peolycarp, * That he was rot only inſtruct- 
ed by the Apoſtles, (haviny corversd with many of 
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* A Pimnatcation of | 
them who had ſeen our Lord) but was alſo appointed 
© Biſhop of the Church of Smyrna in Aſia by the ſame A- 
$:poſiles. (o) Saint Ignatius ſays, ' Je pay Obedience to 
your Biſhop as to the Lord; for he watches for your 
Souls, as one that ſhall give an Account of them to God. 
And in the ſame Epiſtle he ſays, It becomes every one 
of you in particular, but eſpecially the Presbyters, to 
© refreſh your Biſhop; for the Honour of the Father, and 
© of Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles.,, And in the Conclu- 
fon of his Epiſtle he adds, Fare ye well in the Lord Je- 
* {us Chriſt, who are ſubject to your Biſhop, and like- 
*wile to the Pricſts and the Deacons. And in his Epi- 
ſtle to the Magne ſiuns, the Holy Martyr has theſe Words: 


It becomes you alfo not to deſpiſe the Age of your Bi- 
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*ſhop ; but according to the Will of God the Father, to 
give him all reverence; even as I know the holy Preſ- 
© byters alſo do, not looking upon the ſeeming rawneſs 
© of his Years, but upon his Divine Wiſdom. Be in ſub- 
© jection to your Blthop, and to one another, that there 
may be a godly Unity amongſt you. (p) Again, the ſame 
Holy Martyr lays, © Ye that are Prieſts be ſubject to the 


WL © Biſhop, and ye that are Deacons to the Prieſts; and let 
= che Laity be obedient to the Prieſts and Deacons: My 
5 Soul for theirs who obferve this good Order., And in 
nis Epiſtle to the Fhiladelphians the Bleſſed Martyr writes: 
Let rhe Magiſtrates obey the Emperor, and the Soldi- 
ers the Magiſtrates: Let the Deacons obey the Prieſts, 


that preſide in holy Things; and let the Prieſts, the Dea- 


4 © cons, and the reit of the Clergy, and with them all the 
People, the Soldiers, the Magiltrates, and the Emperor 
WE < obey the Biſhop; and let the biſhop obey Chriit, as. 


ſl P © Chriſt obeys the Father: And ſo in all Things the Unity 


is preſerv'd.,, And in the fame Epiſtle he adds: Give 
Attendance and kcfpect to your Biſhop, to the Presby - 
W <rery, and to the Deacons. But if ye ſuſpect that 1 ſay 
WW. © theſe Things, as having recciv'd Intelligence before o 

ſome mens viiktnhon, He is my Wiinels tor whole fake 
I am in Bonds, that 1 have not been inform'd from the 


. © Mouth of Man; but the Spirit made this Declaration, 


000) Epiſt. 24 Tral. (p) Epiſt. 24 Tar. 
A | and 


nn "the ChriRian Preefibord. 39 
© and ſaid theſe Words to me: Do ye nothing without 
your Biſhop ; Keep your Bodies as the Temple of God; 
love Unity, avoid Diviſions. (4) And in anocher Epiitle, 
he gives this Command: * Whereſoever the Biſhop ap- 
© pears, let the whole Aſſembly attend him; as all the 
Heavenly Hoſt give Attendance unto Chriſt, as Genera- 
limo of the Armies of the Lord, and Diſpoſer of the 
© whole intellectual Creation. Let ail things be orderly 
and regularly perform'd by you in Chriſt: Let the Lai- 
* ty be fubjeR to the Deacons; the Deacons to the Pres- 
© byters; the Presbytcrs to the Biſhop; and the Biſho 
© to Chriit, as Chriu is to the Father. ,, In his Epiſtle to 
. © the Epheſians, the lame holy Martyr, writes: Beloved, 
bde very careful to live in ſubjection to your Biſhop, to 
your Prieſts and Deacons; for he that is in Subjection 
to them, obeys Chriſt who Ordain'd them; but he that 
diſobeys chem diſobeys Chriſt Jeſus. And he that obeys 
not the Son, ſhall not fee Life; but the wrath of God 
© abiu<rth on him. „ ox le. | 
XXXI. To thele Teſtimonics of the Holy Biſhop and 
Maicyr Izu tius, I thall add ſome of Sr. Cyprian Bithop of 
Cr1thige, That boly Father in his Treatiſe of the Unity of 
the Church, wrices to this effect: Our i.ord fays to Peter, 
(r) Thou art Peter, and upon this Roc will I ou:ld my Church, 
and the Gates of Hell fh not prevail againſ? it. And I will 
give unto thee the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven: And what 
things ſcever thou ſn:lt bind in Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven; 
and wit things ſucver thun ſhali lone en Earth, ſhall be looſed 
in Heaven. And after his Reſurrection, he ſays to him, 
(5( Feed may Sheep. And tho' we may obſerve him giving 
the fame Powerto all his A poſtles; where he ſaith, (F) As 
my Father kth jent me, I atljo ſend cu; receive ye the Holy 
Gooſe: Whiſvever Sins ye remit thy are remitted unto them; and 
WHhſcever Sins ye retain, they are retained; yet to manifeſt 
his regard to Unity, he took his Riſe from one, and fer- 
led the whole upon that Foundation. The other Apoſtles * 
ere in Truth what Peter was, æntit'd to equal ſhare with 
him, of Dignity and power; but the Proceſs began with 


(4) Epiſt. ad Smyrnen. (r) Mat. 16. 28, 29. G Joba 21. 16. (e) John 
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dne, that the Church might be confider'd as One; which 
done Church, the Holy Ghoſt perſonating Chriſt, has 
= defcrib'd to us in Solomon Song, ſaying, My Dove, my un- 
ei One; ſhe is the only One of her Mzth:r; ſhe is the 
__ Choice of ber who b.re her: And how this Unity of the 
= Church is maintain'd by a Plurality of Governours, in- 
= veltcd with an equal Share of Authority, the Bleſſed Mar- 
i tyr tells us, ſaying, © The Epiſcopate is ſingle, and there is 
= but One, of which however each Biſhop holds his part, 
5, * with the Privilege and Duty of being intereſted for rhe 
Whole „ Agreœeable hercto is the Suffrage of the Confeſ- 
= forCl.rs, Bishop of Mzifcala, in the * Council of Carthige: 
The judgment of our Lord is clear enough upon this Que- 
wg Sion, who ſent his Apoſtles, and gave them alone the 
= Power, which he received from his Father. Now we, 
= </ays he, (pecking of the Eighty [even Biſhops aſſembled in the 
aid Council) are their Succeſſors, and Govern the Church 
of our Lord, in vertue of the fame Powers which they 
© had; and accordingly we Baptize ſuch as Profeſs them- 
tfclves Believers: Wherefore Hereticks, who have no 
* Power out of the Church, and are not in ic, cannot bap- 
*1nize any. with the Baptiſm of Chriſt. ,, («) And in one 
of his Epiitles, the Holy Martyr has this remarkable Paſ- 
ſage: When our Lord, whoſe Precepts we ought to fol- 
© low, was ſettling the Honours of his Biſhop, and the 
Regimen of his Church, we find him ſpeaking thus to 
© Peter in his Golpel, and ſaying : (5) T ay unto thee, that 
© thou art Peter, cc. From thence in a regular Succetlion 
© downwards, we date the Ordination of biſhops, and the 
« courſe of Eccichaitical Adminiſtrations, ſo as that we 
© underſtand the Church to be founded upon her Biſhops ; 
and every Publick Act of hers to be regulated and mana- 
0 — by them: Wherefore fince this Eſtabliſhment is 
founded upon the Divine Law; I cannot but wonder at 
« the Boldnels and Inſolence of certain Perſons, who have 
taken upon them to write to me, as in the Name of the 
Church; whereas the Church is indeed made up of her 
S «< Biſhop and Clergy, and thole of the Laity who have 
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not fallen., And in another Epiſtle the fame Father 
has this Teſtimony: We may obſerve, ſays be, that the 
power of remitting Sins was granted tothe Apoſtles, ank 
to thoſe Churches which they, when ſent forth by. 
Chriſt, form'd and founded, and to thoſe Biſhops'who s 
ſucceeded them, in a due and regular Courſe of Vica- 
«© rious Ordination. ,, And elſcwhere the Holy Martyr 
Affirms, That there is One Church appointed by Chriſt 
throughout the World, tho divided into many Mem- 
© bers; and one Bi ſhoprick, whereof divers Blſhops, ſpread 
* over the Face of the whole Earth, and acting together 
* with an harmonious concert, are ſeverally Partaker s. 
XXXII. And as theſe Venerable Fathers, who were not 
only Bithops of the Primitive Church, but Martyrs forthe 
Chriitian Keligion, have born Teitimony for the Divine 
Authority, and Sacred Office of Biſhops; and informed us, 
that they derive this Auchority and Office, in a regular 
Succeſſion from the Apoſtles; ſo have they alſo given 
their Teſtimony againſt all them who preſume to deny, 
deſpiſe, or rival the Authority and Office, which our 
Lord has conferr'd upon his Biſhops. ( Saint Ignatius 
ſays, Reverence your Biſhop as Chriſt, according as the 
_ © bleed Apoſtles have commanded us. He chat is within 
the Church is clean; becauſe he alſo obeyeth the Biſhop? 
and the Prieſts: But he is without the Church, Wwho 
tranſacts any thing without the Biſhop, and the Prieſts 
and Deacons: Such a one is pollated in his Conſcience, 
and is worſe than an Infidel. (2) Again, he ſays, If any 
do acknowledge the Bithop, and irantact all things 
Without him, he, who is the true and primary Biſhop, 
* and is the only High- prieſt by Nature, will ſay to them, 
© Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do net the Tuings that Iſay? 
For ſuch, it appears to me, are not fincere, but Diſſem- 
* blers and Hypocrites. Again (b) As many as are Chriſt's 
* They are with the Biſhop ; bur ſuch as turn away from 
him, and aſſociate with them that are accurſed, ſhall be 
cut off with them: For theſe are not the Husbandry of 
_ * Chriſt ; but the Tares of the Enemy. And elſewhere he 
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0 Epift. 75. ( 7 Epiſt. ad Ansonian, (x] Epiſt. ad Tal. (s) Zo. ad 
Magnifier. () Epi ad Philadelph. 88 
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of God; asindeed he that ' diſhonoureth bim, ſhall 


| ® © be puniſhed of God. For if he that reſiſteth Kings be 
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= Chriſt ? If ſuch ſhoald even ſuffer Martyrdom for the 


Juſtly worthy of Puniſhment, as a Violator of the good 
Laus of the Publick; of how much ſeverer Puniſhment 


3 all he be thougbt worthy, who cranſgretfeth the Biſhop's 


=. . 

= 
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Order, and deſpiſcth bis Diſcipline, both makinga Rent in 
the Union, and ſubverting the regimen of the Church. 
XXI. ro che ſame pur poſe {peaks the bleſſed Martyr 

. Cyprian,in his Treatiſe of the Unity of the Church: Who- 
*ever;is1eparated from the true Church of Chriſt,” and 
©j0ynS.himfclf to a falſe one, forfcits his Title to the 
©Promites of the true: nor can he ever attain the Recom- 


. © pence propounded by Chriſt to his Followers, who de- | 


- ©tertshis Church: No, for he becomes thence unſanctify'd, 
an Alien, and even a downright Enemy. He cannot 
have God for his Father, who hath not the Church for 
his Mother. And of theſe Hercticks and Separatiits he 
ſays again; Theſe are they who in a Conventicle of a 
few Traſh” Strangers, get themſelves ordain'd againit all 
the Rules of Divine Appointment and Humane Order; 
Who without any proper Call to the Epilcopal Office, 
*ufurp the Name and Authority of a Bithop; whom the 
Spirit of God has puinted out beforc-hand, in the Bock 
*of Pſalms, as litting in the Scat of Pettilerce and De- 
ſtruction ; being indeed the Peſt and Bane of our Ke- 
* ligion; Cunning in the art of deccitfal Words, and very 
©ſucceſsfal'in their Endeavours to corrupt the Truth, 
© ſpreading far and near the Poiſon of their venemous 
* Tongues, whoſe Tongues, whole Words will eat as a 


© Canker, and whoſe Diſcourſescarry Death and ruin to 


all that liſten to them. The fame Holy Martyr, and 


Pious Apertor of the Diſcipline of the Catholick Church, 
proceeds and ſays ; What proſpect of Peace can be en- 
© rertain'd by ſuch as prove themſelves Enemies to their 
© Brethren ? or how can they, who ſet themſelves up as 
© Rivals to the Prieſts of God, expect to offer him an ac- 
© ceptable Sacrifice 2 Do they ſuppoſe Chriſt to be in their 
© Afjemblies, who are Aſſembled our of the Church of 
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name 
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name of Chriſt, they would not even with Martyrdom 
*expiate ſo foul a Crime. No ſufferings can blot out te 
© guilt of a Sin ſo Heinous and fo Unpardonable as that 
* of Schiſm. There can be no ſuch thing as a Martyr our 
of the Church. He cannot attain 'to the Kingdom of 
* Chriit who deſerts the Church of Chriſt, which is to 
Reign in it. (4) Hear alſo what the fame bleſſed Martyr 
ſays in Vindication of the Biſhops Authority over the 
IpPresbyters. What have we not to fear from the diſplea- 
" | < ſureof our Lord; when ſome of the Presbyters forget- 
" | © ting the Rule of the Goſpel, as well as the rank they 
hold in the Church of Chriſt; and making no account 
* of their Biſhops Authority; nor of that Day which ſhall 
bring every Work into judgment, enter upon unwarrant- 
* able and unprecedented Meaſures; and in defiance of 
their Saperiour, and with an excluſion of his Pawer, 
claim to themſelves the ſole management of the Church? 
concerning this Matter the Holy Biſhop ſays in another 
(e) Epiſtle; The Presbyters and the Deacons of my 
| * Church, have likewiſe had fome Taſte of my Epiſcopal 
| Authority, ſo that when ſome of them had ſo far treſ- 
| paſſed upon the Rules of Diſcipline, as to communicate 
With the lapſed raſaly and untealonably, they were re- 
* {trained and checked for it, by the interpoſal of my Au- 
* thority. To the fame purpoſe he writes againſt the At- 
tempt of ſome {cditious Presbyters in another ( Epiſtle. 
© There is one God, and one Chriſt, and one Church and 
but one Epiſcopal Chair, originally founded upon Perer, 
* by our Lord's Authority. There cannot therefore be 
* creed another Altar, or another Prieſthood conſtiſtu- 
© ted, hefides this one Altar, and one Prieſthood. already 
* conſtitured and erected. Whoſoever garhererh. elſe- 
* where ſcattereth. Whatſoever Man in his Kage and Rafh- | 
* nets ſhall appoint in dehance of a Divine Inſtitution, 
* muſt be a Spurious, PIPES and Sacrilegious Ordi- 
* nance.,, And again he ſays, * Qar Lord has yet fur- 
© ther laid it down as a Rule in the Goſpel, Thar if any 
men ſhould neglect to hear the Church, he ſnould be unto us as 
an Heathen-man and a Publicmn. Wherefore it they who 
neglect to hear the Church, are to be held in the fame 
x () Epift. 16. (c) Epift. 20. (7) Exif. 4. 3. ( Epiſt. 69. 0* N 
| 15, e. ' Ran 
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ane with Heatherrand Publicans ;, how much more ſhould 


they be held as ſuch, who rebel againſt her, and are ber 


 ayow'd Enemies; who erect falſe Altars, and fer up an 


unlaweful Prieſthood, and offer up Sacrilegious Sacrifi- | 
ges, and coin themſelves ſpurious Names: Hear alſo | 
how the zealous Marcyr condemns the rival Preten- 


dees of Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, who endeavour'd to 
= {cr upa falſe Church againſt the True. (5) If the Church, 


'L, 


= 

/ 

_ 
A 1 1 


© ſays be, be with (i) Novation, it was not with () Corne- 


as; as on the other Hand, if it was with Cornelius, who 
ſuccæeded Biſhop Fabian by a regular Ordination, and 
= ©upon whom, beſides the Honour of his Prieſthood, our 


n 
1 
1 4 


Lord was pleas d to confer the farther Honour of Mar- 
tyrdom; then Novation is not in the Church; nor can 


he with any Propriety be eſteem'd a Biſhop, who diſpi- 
ſing the Rule of the Goſpel, and the Tradition of the 


© Apoſtles, and ſucceeding no body, derives his Original 
from none but himſelf ; (for he can by no means be ca- 
pable to hold a Church, and ſet himſelf up as her Go- 
© vernor, who was not ſo much as Ordain'd in the Church.,, 
It was, it ſeems, alledg'd in favour of thoſe Schiſmaticks, 
that they held che ſame Creed, the ſame Trinity, and the 
fame Sacraments with the Catholick Church: And to this 
Objection the Bleſſed Martyr anſwers: (I) That he who 
does not acknowledge the Holy Catholick Church, and 
© believe the Remillion of Sins and everlaſting Life to be 
* attainable by her, cannot poſſibly hold the ſame Creed 
wich this Church; this being one Article of her Creed. 
And as to Schiſmaticks holding the ſame Trinity, and the 


| fame Sacraments ; he ſays, © That this can make nothing 
at all in their defence: Since Corab, Dathan and Abiram, 


© own'd the fame God with Moſes and Aaron, and living 
* under the ſame Law, and the fame Religion with them, 


paid their Worſhip and Adoration to him only, who is 
© the true and proper Object of the ſame; and yet be- 


« cauſe they oppos'd and rebell'd againſt garon the Lord's 
« Prieft, and uſurp'd his Office, they ſoon. paid dear for 
their wicked Attempt. (n) How, ſays the Holy Martyr, 
«can they pretend to obtain Favour with God, by Pra- 
| (5) Epiſt. 69. (i) A Schilmatical Biſhop, (kj The Righiful Bijhops g 
eit. 69. () Epiſt. 69. | 6 
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Or how can ſuch Men think they ſhall ſanctify the per- 


. 


due Chriftian Preeftbood. 5A 
againſt which he has denounced his Vengeance? 


© ſon they baptize, who in avow'd Oppoſition to the true | 


© Biſhops of the Church. labour ro uſurp an Office, which 


“it's unlawful for them to execute; which is wholly fo- 
* reign to them, and belongs to them by no manner of * 
* Right or Title ? „ 1 
XXXIV. Theſe Primitive Biſhops and Holy Martyrs 

liv'd all in the firſt and ſecond Centuries after our Lord 
and his Apoſtles; and were both excellently well verſed 
in the Holy Scriptures, and alſo throughly acquainted 
with the Cuſtoms and Diſcipline of the Primitive Church; 
and therefore they muſt at leaſt be allow'd to be compe- | 
tent Witneſſes, what Form of Government, and what | 
Governours our Lord and his Apoſtles Ordain'd and in- 
ſtitured in her. It's undeniably certain, that theſe Primi» | 


tive Aſſertors of the Government and Diſcipline of the 


Chriſtian Church, had the Authority of the Scriptures, 
as they were underſtood in that Age; the Tradition of the 


Apoſtles, as handed down by two or three Generations; 


and Matter of Fact, namely a Succeſſion of Biſhops, Eſta- | 
bliſhed in all particular Churches; as Evidences in the 
Cauſe, which they Maintain'd and Aſſerted. Had not 

all theſe Evidences been on their ſide, they muſt ſoon 
have heard of it, from the Hereticks and Schiſmaticks of 
thoſe times, who were ready enough to invent Pretences, | 
and alledge any thing that could appear plauſible for 

their own Vindication : Beſides, its well known, that the 
Holy Spirit was in a plentiful manner pour'd out upon 
the Primitive Chriſtians ; and theſe Primitive Fathers and 
Martyrs of the Church of Chriſt, were not without their 
ſhareof it: (u) For it was no {mall Meaſure of his Spirit, 
whereby our Lord communicated to them, ſeveral Vitt- 
ons and expreſs Revelations of, his Will; and ar laſt ena» 
bled them to ſuffer Martyrdom in the Cauſe of his Reli- 
gion: And therefore thoſe Fealous and Holy Martyrs, 
who ſeal'd the Truths and Doctrines of the Goſpel wich 
their Blood, mult alſo be allow'd as competent Judges 
and Interpreters of thoſe Holy Scriptures, Whether of the | 


——— 
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2 (2) Cyprian. Epiſt. 33. Ignatius Epilt. a4 2#:tadel. 
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Id or New Teſtament, 7 hich they have quoted and al- 
ledg'd, in Vindication of the Conſtitution, the Govern- 

ment, and the Diſcipline of the Chriſtian Church. In the 

= Times of theſe Martyrs of Bleſſed Memory, (o) no Biſhop 


f 


= did aſſume to himſelfan Epiſcopal Authority over thoſe of 


= his own Order; or made himſelf a Biſhop of Biſhops ; or 
= by haughty Menaces and tyranical Compulſions, attempt- 
ed to drive any of his Brethren into Compliance with him 
but every Biſhop was allow'd to have an equal liberty of 
Judging and determining of any Queſtion that came be- 

fore him; and could no more be judged by, than he 

Could judge another. (ↄ) It Was then the acknowledged 

Duty of the People, to know them which were over them 
in the Lord, which labour'd among them, and inftruged | 

= them ; and to eſteem them very highly in Love for their 
Works fake. For the Presbyters or inferior Clergy to re- 

bell againſt their Biſhops, and do any thing contrary to 
his Authority and Command; was then eſtecm'd Hereſy 
and (4) Apottacy, and noted as the peculiar Doctrine and 

1 Practice of (r) Antichriſt. And ſince Matters ſtood thus . 
in che Primitive Church, they muſt be the ſame now; 
for cvery particular Church, whoſe Government, Faith, 
Doctrine, Worſhip and Diſcipline, are as conformable to 

W thoſe of the Primitive Church, as her Governours can 

= bring them, has all the Privileges which the Primi- 

| tive Church had. That the Governours, the Do- 

{| Etrine and Worſhip of ſuch a Church, are by ſome , 
WW traduced, cenſured and treated as Heretical; and that by 
others they are repreſented, called and treated, as corrupt, 
= unlawful, and Antichriſtian, is no Argument againſt them. It's 
| one certain Character of the true Church of © hriſt, that ſhe has 
irreconcileable Enemies, who never ceaſe to load her with Ca- 


lumnies, Reproaches and Abuſes. Nor is it any real Objection 
a gainſt the Government, Doctrine, Worſhip and Diſcipline of 
9 dl | ſuch a Church; that there are Falſe Brethren and Wicked Men 
in her Communion ; ſince no Society in this World can always 
be clear of deceitful and wicked Members. It is not always in 
= the Church's Power, either to diſcern or to exclude ſuch un- 
worthy Members; in which Caſes, it's therefore ſufficient, that 
the declares againſt, and Condemns their wicked Practices. In 


ſhort, when the Government, Doctrine and Worſhip of a parti- 
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her Members can excuſe any Schiſin or Separation from her; 
no, not tho ſuch Separation were made by ſome of her Biſhops. 
(s) For he is at laſt the Schiſmatick, who by Excommunicaring. 
others unjuſtly; does himſelf Apoſtatize from the Communion, 

and break the Unity of the Church. (:) For there is one Body, and 
one Spirit, ſays the Apoſtle, even as pe are call'd in one Hope of your © 
Calling; one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm: one God and Father of all, 
who is above all, and thro all, and in you al, Wherefore tis the 
Duty of all Chriſtians to endeavour, to keep-the Unity of the Spi. 
rit in the Bind of peace. And ſeeing ſuch a Separation was moſt? 
wicked and inexcuſable in one of the moſt Eminent (n) Biſhops of 
the Chriſtian Church; it muſt be much more wicked and inex- 
cuſable in rhoſe, that without any Epiſcopal Authority, or ſo 
much as regular and Epiſcopal Ordination, endeavour to form 
One Church out of Another, and fer up Altar againſt Altar; 
who beſides their being Schiſmaticks, do uſurp an Office: to 
which they have no manner of Right or Title. And more inex- 
cuſable tilt is the Folly and Wickedneſs of them, who deny that 
our Lord has inſtituted any ſtanding Order or Succeſſion of Mi- 
niſters in his Church; and pretend, that no Chriſtian has any 
Authority or Juriſdiction over another in Spiritual Matters. This 
is the Impiouis and Sacrilepious Prerence of the Eraſtians and In- 
de pendents: The former of which, reject all Eccleſiaſtical Autho- 

rity regularly deriv'd from Chiiſt; and place it in the Hands of 
the Civil Magiſtrate. This is in effect to deny and diſcard all 
Reveal'd Religion: For if there be no Society, no Governours, 

no Laws nor Privileges Ordain'd and lnſtituted by our Lord and 
his Apoſt es; then the Power of the Civil Magiſtrare is certain 

and indiſpatable in Matters of Religion. But if our Lord and 
his Apoſtles have founded the Society, Ordain'd the Governours, 


and deliver'd the Laws of the Kinędom and Church of God, as the 


are handed down and receiv'd by us; then the Civil Magiſtrate 
as well as his ſubje&s, are oblig'd to be of this Sectety,and obey theſe 
Laws and Governors, in thoſe things that concern their Eternal ſavation. 
As for the Independents, it's the Practice of thoſe Hereticks to 
chuſe a gifted Brother of cheir own number, ro miniſter to them 
in that kind of worſhip, which he and they think fit to give ther 
Maker, And ſuch may indeed be the Miniſters of the People, 
by whom they are choſen; but they cannot be the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, or his Goſpel : ſince they act in open Rebellion againſt 
him, and the ſacred Authority and Olhce, which he hasordain'd 
in his Church. According to the blaſphemous Pretence of theſe | 
Men, no Chriſtian has any Spiritual Authority over his Brethren; 
(s) Cypr. Epiit.75. (t) Epheſ. 4. 3 445,6. (u) Stephen By. of Rome. 
vid, Cyprian Epiſt 74. ad Powrium. | but 
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but every Man has a right and liberty, ro worſhip God; in what 


9 ume, place, and manner ſoever he pleaſes; and may therefore be 
bis own Prieſt: and if ſo, it's both needleſs and abſurd to have 


either publick Aſſemblies or Miniſters; ſince no Man is under 


—— 
5 


obligation to attend orregard them. 

V. It's now declar'd and provd, that our Lord has com- 
mitted a Divine Authority and Sacred Office to Plant, Inſtruct, 
and Govern his Holy Catholick Church, to his Apoſtles, and to 
their true ind lawful Succeſſors, in a due and regular Election and 
Ordination, to be continued thro” all Ages, to the end of the 
World. Now the Marks or Characters of them, who are now. 

the true and law ful Succeſſors of the Apoſtles of our Lord, in 
that Divine Authority and Sacred Office, which he committed 
to them; are, that they are baptiz d into the Church, and hold 

the Faith once deliver d to the Saints: That they- receive the 
Holy Scriptures, as they are deliver'd and expounded by the 
concurrent Teitimony of the Catholick Church, hits of 
the three or four firſt Centuries: That they are approv'd by all, 
or by the moſt Pious and Eminent of rhe Laity of their reſpective” 
Churches: That they receive the Holy Ghoſt for the Work 
and Office of Biſhops, in the Church of God, by the Sacred 
» Miniſtry of their Brethren-Biſhops, namely, by Prayer and Im- 

= poſition of their Hands in the Name of the Bleſſed Trinity: That 

= they bring forth the Fruits of this Holy Spirit in their Lives, 
wich Fruits are a diligent diſcharge of their Sacred Office; 

holding, and as far as peflible, maintaining the Faith, Doctrine, 

Worſhip, and Diſcipline of rhe Catholick and Apoſtolick Church; 
As far as in them lies, maintaining the Unity of the Church, and 

Peace and Charity with all their Brethren; not uſurping (w) Deminion 

over the Faith of their People, but becoming (x) Enfamples and Pat- 

terns to them in all good Works, and eſpecially in their Humble and 

peaceable Carriage towards all Alen; and above all in their (y) Loyalty 
and due Obedience to the ſacred Majeſty of the Princes and Civil Go- 
wernours, whom (7) Gad ſets over them. POLE: 
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() 2 Cor. 1, 2. 4. (2) 1 Pet. v, 2,3,4 O0 1 Pet. 2. 13, 14. (2) Rom. 
13. 1. : | | 
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Juſt Publiſtyd. 


rayer aud Faſting 4 Sovereign Antidete againſt Sin and Miſery. A SERMON 
P Preached at Woite-Hall, on March 2.3d, _ (3. x8. Being ct Fourth Sunday 
in Lent. By J. Ovington. D. D. Chapiain to his Majeſty. | 
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